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Chapter1-FirstEncounter

“It'squitestormyoutthere"Imuttertomyself

staringoutsideattheheavydownfallthroughthe

glassservingaswallsinthefullyoccupiedcafeteria

Isatinwaitingforsomeonewhilelostinthoughts.

Theimageofalittlegirlcryingwhilestanding

beforeagravestonebeneathanumbrellaina

similarweathercametomindasIrecalledsome

painfulmemories.

Justthen,apersonmadeherwayintothebuilding

lookingfrustratedwhilefoldingherumbrellasaying,

“Fuck,thisunpredictableweather;Heyyy...

Charlotte...Youthere?”Thesuddencallfrom the

newcomerbroughtmetorealityasIturnedtothe

drenchedfigurebeforeme.

Standinginfrontofmewasaladywithstunning

beautyandperfectbody.Althoughwetfrom therain,

thatdidn'thideherallureasithelpedaccentuate

hersexyfigure.

“Whyareyoustaringatmethatway,doIhave

somethingonmyface?”Briellaaskedafterseeing

mestaredumbfoundedathermakingherblush.

“Noteventheraincouldkillyourfireandcoolyou

down."Ianswered.
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Stunnedbymywords,Briellawasleftspeechless

forawhilebeforeasmuglookappearedonher

facewithasmirkasshefeltpleased,strokingher

damphairshereplied,“Iam wayinferiortoyou.If

youweretobemoresecular,youwouldhave

swayedtheheartsofallmenyoumeet."

HearingherIsmiledasareplysinceIcouldn'tdeny

thatunlikeotherwomenwhodressinrevealing,

tightbodyhuggingclothes,Idressmodestlywith

fullycoveringclothesandnomakeup.

ThenIasked,“Yousoundedanxiouswhenyou

called,what'stheemergency?".

“Yeah,thanksforremindingme.Ihavefinallyfound

anopportunityforyoutogetajob."Sheexclaimed

excited.

“Really,areyouserious,whatisit?!"Isaidhurriedly

withimpatience.

“Calm yournerves.Rememberthebillionaire

celebrity,Alexander?"Sheasked

“YoumeanthefounderofLucidfashionand

modellingbrand,engagedtothefamousactress

Vivian"Iaskedinreply

“Yes,that'stheone.Hiscompanyishostingan

annualdinnerofwhichseveralbigshotwillbein
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attendance;myfather'scompanywasluckytoget

invitedandIwillbearepresentativeandIhave

decidedtohaveyouasmyplusone,hopefullyyou'll

beabletomakeconnectionsandgetajobasa

fashionstylistinanyofthefashioncompanies

available."Sheexplained.

HearingherexplanationIstaredsurprisedfora

whileunabletosayawordasvariousemotions

cameoverme.TearswelledupinmyeyesasI

lookedatthischildhoodbestfriendofminewho

managedtooncemoresurprisemetodayandI

said,“HowcanIeverrepayyou?"

“Hehelet'ssee...Howaboutmakingmeyourbest-

ladywhenyouareabouttomarryalsopromiseme

thatyouwillbemybestfriendforlifeandbe

togetheralways."Shegiggled.

Somehowthatstatementcastaquickdarkshade

overmyfaceandmindbutbeforeBriellacould

notice,Ianswered,“Definitely,Icanneverleaveyou

notevenindeath."

Hearingmyconfirmation,shesmiledthen

proceededtodiscussothermattersjoyfullylike

someonewhohasn'tchattedwithapersonfora

longtime.

Unfortunately,Iwasnotabletopayfullattention
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asidesomeoccasionalinterjectionsasIthoughtof

aloomingissueIhavekeptfrom everybodyaside

mydad.

Theproblem beingthatIhaveahereditaryillness

implyingthatIdon'thavelongtoliveandImight

crossoveratanytimewithintenyearsorless

judgingthroughmymother.

Mymotherdiedagedthirty-sixthroughvarious

treatmentstoprolongherlifeastherewasnocure

totheillnessleavingmyfatherwreckedandbroke

turninghim tofrom thewealthymanheoncewas

toasicklyandunhealthyman.

Atayoungage,Iwasalreadyawareofthislooming

timebombovermyheadasprecautionarysteps

weretakingtoavoidtriggeringtheillnessfaster

thanexpectedleavingmetosecludedandordinary

lifeasIcouldn'tgooutinpublictoomuch.

Iam twenty-fourpresentlyandIam yettohaveto

haveaboyfriendbecauseIhaveneverdatedunlike

everyothergirlmyage.

Iknowmylifesoundspitifulandsad,butdeep

downIreallywanttoenjoylifeandexperience

thingsIneverhaveandlivelikeeveryothergirl

wouldbutfirst,Ineedtocareformyfatherandfind

awaytogetmyselftreated.
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Takingabreakfrom mythoughts,IturnedtoBriella

andasked,“Iknowthisdinnerisgoingtobeabig

onewithallfancypeopleinattendance,Idon'tthink

IwillbeabletoblendwellplusIdon'thaveany

wearssuitableforsuchouting."

“Hehe...Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,whatdo

youhavemefor?Ialreadyhavethatplanned,Ihave

someclothesyoucanwearthenwewillgoout

shoppingwheneveryouarefreethenpreparefor

thedinnernextweekend."Sheanswered.

***

TimeseemedtoflyquicklyasitwasalreadyFriday

evening,fewhourstothedinnerparty.

Istoodbeforeabuildingalthoughnotamansion

butmoreofacrib,itdidn'tloseouttoother

expensivehouses.

TheplacebelongedtoBriellaandwasgiventoher

byherfather.Despitebeingfrom awealthyfamily

andhavinganentireinheritancetoher,she

preferredtogetherselfarichmanasaboyfriend

thandoanywork.

IadmiredtheplacebeforeBriellaopenedthedoor

anddraggedmein.

“Youarefinallyhere,nowtogetstartedwiththe
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preparationandstyling"shesaidwhilepullingme

alongtoherroom.

“DoIreallyhavetolookanddresslikethis?"Iasked

whilelookingatthealmostunrecognisablebeauty

beforemeinheavymakeupandsexyclothes

revealinghercleavages.

“Ohcomeon,IalreadyknowwhatyoulikeandIwill

onlybemakingalightmake-uponyou."She

answered.

BeforeIknewit,shehadstarteddressingmeup

andpaintingmyfacewithallsortsofbrushand

material.Afterseveralhours,shefinallyfinished

beforebringamirrorbeforeme.

Takingalook,IstaredamazedatthereflectionI

sawinthemirror.

“Wow,Iseem toforgethowbreathtakinglybeautiful

andhowalluringyouarewithouttrying.EvenIam

overshadowedbyyourcharm andyoursexyfigure

withperfectcurvesmakesmeenvious."Briellasaid

whilecomparinglooksandsizes.

“Youlookjustasgreatandyouwilldefinitelydrive

themennutswhentheyseeyou."Isaid.

Feelingelatedbymywords,sheretorted,“Definitely,

Iam goingtomakethoserichmen'sheartsway
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whenImakemyentrance."

Iwasstunnedspeechlesswithnowordslefttosay

inmind.

“WellIjustgotacallfrom myboyfriend'schauffeur

andhe'swaitingoutside.Let'sgetgoing,Ican't

wait!"Sheexclaimedassheledmeout.
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Chapter2-ShockingSight

Takingastepoutsidetheluxuriousthesightofthe

overwhelmingpaparazzicametosightaslight,

cameraandjournalistscanbeseeneverywhereas

wellasfellowinvitedguests.

Imarvelledatthesightofthemanyfancy,

handsome,beautiful,stunningfiguresinattendance

bothmenandwomenwhocameindifferent

luxuriouscarsandridesalldressedinelegantand

expensiveattiresandIwonderedhowmuchwould

havespentontheclothesandappearance.

BeforeIknewit,wewereoverwhelmedbythe

crowdofjournalistsandpaparazziwhotook

picturesandaskedquestions.Iclosedmyeyes

from theblindinglightsandstutteredwhen

answeringthequestionsdirectedatmemaking

Briellagigglebeforefindingawayoutformefrom

thetoughspotandledmeintothebuilding.

Theinteriordesignwasevenmoreexaggerated

andoutsidemybiggestimaginationeverwith

severalchandelierhangingfrom theroofofthehall

whichwasalargespaciousplaceandenough

room ofseveralparkinglottogether.

Thehallwasdesignedanddecoratedwithseveral

materialsandcolourstodisplayelegance,nobility,



11

royalty,uniquenessandseveralotherthings.

Rightatthecentreofthehallwasanerected

podium likestagewhichservedasawalkwayfor

themodelswhowouldpresentashoelater.

Tothesidewasthefoodsectionwhichwasa

buffetaswellasvariousbutlersdressedintuxedos

carryingdifferentsortofdrinksandappetizers

around.Seeingthedishesmademewonderhowa

normalpersonfeedswellandgrowwithsuchfoods.

Lookingatthefamouspeoplearoundwhile

chattingwithothercelebritiesmademeelated.

Notlongbeforeweenteredthehall,manyeyeslaid

uponus,somefilledwithinterest,admiration,

jealousyincludinglustaswesoonbecamepublic

attractionmakingmefeeluncomfortablefrom

thosegazes.

Soonenough,afairlygoodlookingyoungtallman

madehiswaytowardsuswithalookofprideand

airsofarrogancearoundhim.

“Helloladies,youarebothlookinggood.Areyouby

chanceherealoneorwithsomeone?"Theprideful

manasked.

Seeinganopportunitypresentitself,Briella

answeredbeforeme,“Youarequitethegentleman,
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wecamealoneandhavenoguideorcompanion

here."

Thinkingtohimselfthathehasmanagedtohave

ustrippingoverhim,heanswered,“ThenIhopeyou

don'tmindmeaccompanyingyou?"

“It'sourpleasuretohaveyouwithus"Sheanswered

coyly,swayinghisheart.

Regaininghissenses,heintroducedhimself,“Iam

StanleyCoker,sonofthefamousDaveCokerand

heirtotheCokerClothingcompany.”

“Really?!Iam BriellaandmyfriendhereisCharlotte

andshe'safashionstylisttooalthoughself

employed."Briellautteredloudly

Hearingthat,lightflashedinhiseyesashelooked

atmesaying,“Ifthat'sthecase,youcanjustmeet

meandsendyourcredentialsandleavetherestto

me.Iwillworktherestout."

“Thankyouverymuch,Iappreciatethegesture."I

saidbeforeexchangingfewpleasantriesand

formalitiesbeforepartingwaywithhim

Afterseparatingandchattingwithseveralfellows

likeStanleyfrom before,Briellaledmetoafellow

gorgeouslady.

“Hello,Iam andmyfriendherearebigfansofyour
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workandhavealwayshadyouasarolemodeland

alargeinspirationtofollow."

Briellaannounceduponmeetingherleavingme

slack-jawedasweneverknewaboutherexistence

priortothemeetinguntilwediscoveredshewasan

importantworkerinLucidFashionBrand.

“DoIknowyouorhavewemetfrom anywhere

before?"Theladysaidnotexpectingthesudden

encounter.

“Notatallbutwehavealwaysreveredyouandmy

friendherefollowsyourfootstepsandchosetobe

fashionstylistlikeyou."

Briellaseemedtobegoodwithwordsasshe

managedtoleavetheladyfeelingpleasedand

smug.

“Soyouarealsoastylist,whataffiliationsdoyou

have?"Sheaskedturningtome.

“Iam merelyaselfestablishedstylistwithno

affiliation"Ireplied.

“InthatcaseIwillgiveyoumydetails,reachoutto

mewithallneededinformationandpapersIwill

slideinaslotforyou."Theladytoldme

“Thankyouverymuch,Iappreciatethegesture."I

replied



14

Seeingherdepartingfigure,BriellaandIjumped

withcheersofjoybeforeheadingtoourseatsas

theshowwasabouttostart

Soonenough,themaineventstartedasamuscular,

charmingandveryhandsomemanwhom maidens

willfighttomarrykickedofftheopeningceremony.

AstheshowproceededInoticedthatalthoughthe

eventwasmovingwell,somethingseemedoffas

thepeoplelookedliketherewasamissingelement.

TurningtomyfriendIasked,“Whatishappening,

whyarethepeoplelookingliketheyareexpecting

something?"

“That'sbecausetheyareactuallyexpecting

somethingorshouldIsaysomeone."Sheuttered.

“Andwhocouldthatbe?"Iaskedagain

“Whoelsebuttheownerandfounderofthe

companyhostingthisshow.Theyareprobably

waitingtoseehim.Somesayhispresenceina

room affectsthetemperature."Shesaid.

AfterawhileIdecidedtotakeabreakfrom the

longeventandconstantpesterfrom themenhere

asIwenttotherestroom.

Onmywayoutoftherestroom Itookastrolltothe

packinglottogetsomefreshair.
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RightatthatmomentIheardamuffledsound

nearby.AsIturnedtotracethesoundInoticedit

camefrom adarkalley.

Followingtheroutebeforeme,themuffledsounds

becamemorefrequentwithsomeoccasionalgroan

andloudexclaim.

Thevoicewasthatofawomananditsoundedlike

someonebeingattackedandchokedasIhurriedly

pickasteelbarandwalkeddownthepathtothe

voice.

Afterwalkingforawhile,Igottoapointoflow

visibilityandIcouldonlyseefewmetresbeforeme.

Iwantedtoturnbutafterhearingtheloudcriesthat

soundedlikethatofhelpIcouldn'tandproceeded

further.

Finally,Igottotheplacethecriescamefrom and

sawacar.MakingaturnroundthecarIwitnessed

ascenewhichmademeopenmyeyesandmouth

wideinshock.

Gentlythesteelbarslidoffmyhandstillitfellwith

aloudsoundaccompanyingit.NoticingthatIhave

beennoticedandfoundoutIcametomysenses

murmuringtomyself,“HolyMary."
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Chapter3-UnexpectedMeeting

Followingtheroutebeforeme,themuffledsounds

becamemorefrequentwithsomeoccasionalgroan

andloudexclaim.

Thevoicewasthatofawomananditsoundedlike

someonebeingattackedandchokedasIhurriedly

pickasteelbarandwalkeddownthepathtothe

voice.

Afterwalkingforawhile,Igottoapointoflow

visibilityandIcouldonlyseefewmetresbeforeme.

Iwantedtoturnbutafterhearingtheloudcriesthat

soundedlikethatofhelpIcouldn'tandproceeded

further.

Finally,Igottotheplacethecriescamefrom and

sawacar.MakingaturnroundthecarIwitnessed

ascenewhichmademeopenmyeyesandmouth

wideinshock.

“HolyMary!!”Imuttertomyselfstaringatthetwo

figuresbeforeme.

DuetothedarknessIcanbarelymakeoutthelook

ofthepeoplebeforemebutonewasawoman

restingonthebonnetofacar,sheseemedtobea

beautywithherfacingmydirectionwithhereyes

closed.
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Theotherfigurewasthatofaman,heseemed

muscularwithbroadshouldersandmuscles

despitebeinginatuxedoalongwithquitethelong

haircoveringhisface.

AlthoughIcouldn'tseewhattheywereactually

doingastheywerestilleddressedbutfrom the

slightmovementIcouldseeandthecriesringing

outIcouldguesswhatwashappening.Besides,

whatwouldtwogrownupsbedoinginasecluded

darkcornerawayfrom people.

IstoodthereinshockasIstillcouldn'tregain

rationalityfrom whatwashappeningasitwasmy

firsttime.Unfortunately,thesteelbarslidoffmy

handsgentlywhileIlookedtillitfellwitharinging

soundaccompanyingit.

“HolyMarythisisbad"Iexclaimedtomyself

“Whogoesthere?!"Asharpvoiceofawomanrang

outasshehurriedtohaveherselfdressedandlook

properly.

AwarethatIhavenoticed,Itookaquickglance

beforesneakingoutofthere.Unknowingly,theman

wasabletomakeafewdistinctionofmyfacewith

thatglanceItook.

ItookhurriedandquickstepstillIrantoasafe

spotbeforestopping.



18

“Whew...Thatwasclose.Goodthingtheydidn'tsee

me."Isaidtomyself.

Adjustingmyclothesandmyselfabit,Iheaded

backtothehallwheretheeventwasandtookmy

seatbesideBriella.

“Are you alright?" Briella asked noticing the

nervousnessonmyface.

“Oh,I'm alright.I'm justabittenseandnervous

beinghere."IliedasthesceneIjustwitnessedkept

playinginmymindasifonrepeat.

“Howcouldtheybedoingthatinpublicandwithno

shame?"Ithoughttomyself.

Theshowproceededanthemodelstookoverto

showcasefashiontrendsandstyles.Soon,the

modelswerereachingtheend.

“Finally,heshouldbeappearingsoon."Briella

exclaimedspeakingthethoughtsmanyhadinmind.

Atthatmoment,allmodelsmadetheirwaybackto

thestagewhileformingapathway.Followingthat,a

manmadehiswaythroughthepathfrom

backstageaccompaniedbyotherpeople.

Justasyouguessed,theleadingfigureisthe

numberonecelebritycrushandheartthrob,Alex.

Dressedinablacktuxedoandwhiteshirtwithloose
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upperbuttonsandnotie.

Lookingathim,everythingabouthim radiated

perfectionasIfeltthegeneraldescriptionofhim

didnojusticetohim.

Hisbodywassoperfectwiththerightshapesand

contoursasifsculptedbythegodsandhisfacial

lookaswellasappearancewaslikeacelestial

descendedfrom heavenashefeltsurreallikethe

mostbeautifulpaintingcometolifeandheradiated

adevilishcharm thatwillleaveanyoneinfatuated.

Withhisblackhaircombedbackwardsincreasing

hisextremelyhandsomedevillooks,heexhibited

theauraofacoldindifferenceunmatched

superiority.

Lookingathim onceagaininadmiration,the

thoughtstruckme;Holdup,Rewind...Blacktux,

darkhairthatsideview....

“It'shim!”Iexclaimedaloud.

“Ofcourseit'shim,whowereyouexpectingor

thinkingitwouldbe?"Briellasaid.

Takingalookatthebowingfigurebeforeme,I

whisperedtomyself,“Isn'tthatthesamemanfrom

earlier?Ihopehedoesn'trecognizeme."

Myworriesseemedtobefornothingcausethe
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personinquestiondidn'tseem tolooktowardsmy

directionorevenseeme.

Immediatelythedinnerended,Iurgedmyfriend

Briella,togetthechaffeurreadysowecouldleave

assoonaspossiblebecauseoftheanxietywashing

overmeandfearofbeingcaught.

Iwasseekingsolaceandpossibleplacetohidein

notmindingevenahole.

Surprisedbymysuddenchange,Iwasquestioned

heavilybytheinquisitivefriendofminebeforeshe

agreedtomyrequestafterlinkingupwithseveral

bigshots.Somehowthismanagedtoturntoan

indescribableexperienceforme.

Fewdayshavegonesincetheunforgettableevent

ofmylifeintheparty.Unfortunately,everyoneI

connectedtoatthepartyturnedouttobealet

down.

Somegavereasonsofinexperience,otherssaid

unavailabilitywhilemanyofferedsexualbenefitsin

placeofajobtaggingitasanexchange.

AtthispointallhopeseemedlostasIdidn'tbother

withthelucidbrandasanoptionthinkingIhave

beenrejectedafterthatsceneorwasn'tconsidered

suitable.
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Buttomysurprise,anemailwasdeliveredtome

thatday'sevening,tellingmethatIhavebeen

consideredforthejobandgivingdetailsformy

followinginterviewthenextday.

Overjoyedbythenews,Ireachedouttomydadand

bestfriendbeforemakingpreparationsforthe

followingday.

***

IwalkedintoalargebusinessbuildingandIcould

alreadyseeitbustlingwithdifferentactivities.I

askedaroundfordirectionbeforeIfoundthelady

from theparty'soffice.

Enteringheroffice,shesaid,“Youarequitelucky

andyoumadeitintimebecausemybosshappens

tobearoundandpresentfortheinterview."

Hearingwhatshesaid,Ithoughttomyself,“Boss,

hopeitisnotthesameboss?"

Notdelayinganyfurthersheledmetoabig

spaciousroom withalargecurvedtablewithseats

occupyingalargeareaandsomespaceinthe

middle.

Takingaquickscanatthepeopleseatedinthe

room,myhearttensedinfearatthepossibilityof

failingtheinterviewandmostespeciallymeeting
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themanwhohauntsme.

Unfortunately,luckdoesn'tseem tobeonmyside

thistimeasIsawthehandsomedevilseatedright

atthemiddleoftheroom.ThenIwhisperedto

myself,“OhdamnI'm sodead."
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Chapter4-PersonalAssistant

POVAlex

Atthetoplevelofalargebusinessbuilding

bearingthelogoofLucidFashionandModelling

Brandcrowdedbyvariouspeopleperforming

varioustaskswasalargeofficeroom occupiedby

anextremelyhandsomemanwhoseemeddeepin

thoughts.

Theentryofanotherindividualseemedtowakethe

formerpersonfrom histhoughtsasheturnedto

askaquestion,“Anythingnewyet,whatdidyou

discover?"

Acold,deep,calm voicecapableofshakingoneto

thecorerangoutasthelaterreplied.

“Ihavegottennothingyet,itseemsasiftheperson

youarelookingfordisappearedallofthesudden.I

wentthroughallcataloguesofinvitedguestsand

listofjournalistsinattendanceneithercategories

matchedthedescriptionyougaveme.Couldyou

havebeenmistakenwithyourdescriptionbecause

thereweremanyguestsinattendancewho

matchedtheidentityyougaveme?"Themanasked.

“Iam definitelysureofwhatIgaveyou,Ihavea

photographicmemoryandcan'tbewrong.Ifshe's

notinthoselists,makeenquiriesofallguestswho
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servedaspartnersandcamealongtheinvited

guests.Imustfindher."Alex'svoicerangout.

“IfImayask,whyareyousopersistentand

insistentonfindingthislady?"Thenewcomerasked.

“Whydoyouwanttoknow?Doyoujobandkeepoff,

it'snoneofyourbusiness."Iansweredagain.

“Pardonme,Boss."Hesaidwithoutreceivingareply.

Hethencontinued,“Thatremindsme,Iwassentto

inform youbythemanagersanddirectorsthatthere

wouldbeaninterviewfortheapplicantstodayand

theywouldlikeyourappearanceandpresence

duringtheinterview."

“Whyismypresenceneeded,theycanjustdo

whatevertheylike."Iuttered.

“Ibelievetheyhavetheirownreasonsforinviting

youover,itwouldn'thurttoappearforawhile."The

mansaidtoAlextryingtoconvincehim.

“Alright,justcomeremindmewhenit'stime."He

toldtheman

BowingabittoAlex,themanturnedaroundtotake

hisleave.Returningfewhourslater,heledAlextoa

room onthelowerfloorswhereotheradministrative

personnelwere.

“Goodmorning,it'sourpleasuretohaveyou
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amongstus."Oneofthem said.

“Alright,enoughwiththeformalities.Let'sgetthis

overwithalreadyIhavebetterthingstodo."I

answeredthem nonchalantlywithayawn.

“Wellthen,let'shavethefirstapplicantin."Said

anotherperson.

Followingthat,twopersonsmadetheirappearance

intotheroom withoneleadingtheother.Thefirst

beinganemployeeofthecompanyandtheother

is...waitaminute,Isn'tthegirlIhavebeenlooking

for?

Thinkinginmymindwhilestaringattheladyacting

oblivioustoeverythingwhileavoidingeyecontact

withanyoneandslightlytremblinginnervousness.

“Whyissheherelookingforajob,whatisshe

planning?"Ithoughtdeepwithin.Ikeptstaringat

herwhiletheentireinterviewandquestioningwent

on.

POVCharlotte

Feelinganintensegazeatme,Ipretendedtonot

noticebylookingawayasifnotnoticing.Mymind

wasthwartedandleftindisarraywithvarious

thoughtsknowingthatIhavebeenfoundoutand

discovered.
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Thelonginterviewwashelltomelikethedevil

sittingbeforemeandaskinglifeanddeath

questionswhereasamistakecanspellmydemise.

Outoffearandclashingthoughts,Icouldbarely

giveaproperanswerasmywordswerebarely

coherentandslow.Theinterviewersnoticedand

thoughtitwasfearfrom thepresenceofAlexas

they'vewitnessedsuchmanytimes.

Finallytheinterviewdrewtoanendandthe

interviewersdiscussedamongstthemselveson

theirdecision.Thismademetenseknowingthis

decidesitallandAlexisyettotalk.

“Aftersomereviewswefinallyarriveonaverdict.

Congratulations,youarehiredandyoucanresume

nextweek."Announcedamanfrom thegroup.

ButbeforeIcouldcelebrateandleapforjoy,acold

voicewashedovermelikecoldwater.

“Holdonthere,Ibelieveyouinvitedmeheretoalso

givemyjudgement.Ialsohavequestionsofmy

owntoaskthenIwillagreewithwhateveryousay.

Socanyouexcuseusinthemeantime?"Alex

asked

“Ifthat'swhatyouwant,there'snoproblem then."

Onepersonsaidafterawhileofweirdexpression

andconsideration.
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Afterthegroupwalkedout,Iwasleftstandingin

theroom beforeAlexunderatenseatmosphere

whichfrightenedmemore.WhatcanIsay,Iget

intimidatedeasily.

“Ihavetocomplimentyouractingskills.Nowtell

me,whatareyouaimingorsearchingforhere?"Alex

saidstandingfrom hisseatandwalkingtowards.

Eachstephetookclosertomemademetaketwo

stepsbackwardwithachillrunningdownmyspine.

“Idon'tunderstandwhatyoumean,Iam herefor

thejobvacancyandtogetthejob."Ianswered

fakingignorance.

“Stillpretendinghuh,wheredoyouhaveit?"Seeing

mypersistentdenialasmirkcreptuphisface.

“Havewhat?Ihavenothing.”Iutteredconfusedby

hisstatement.

“Therecordingfrom thatnightatthedinnerwhen

youcaughtme."Hesaidstillwalkingtowardsme.

“IswearIhavenorecording.AlthoughIsawyou

thatwasbecauseIthoughtsomeonewasintrouble

andIdidn'trecordanything."Iconfessedwithmy

backfinallyreachingthewall.

Standingtwometresawayfrom me,hestaredat

withalookofsuspicionashedoubtedwhatItold
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him.

“Youreallyhavenorecordingandyouarejusthere

forthejob?"Heaskedagainforconfirmation

raisinghisbrow.

Ishookmyheadvigorouslytoanswertheterrifying

manbeforeme.Waitingawhileinabsolutesilence

withthemanthatwon'tstoplookingatme,the

groupfinallycamebackmeetingusina

compromisingsituation.

Aftergivingustheoddlookandmurmuringthings

withinthemselves,Icursedwithinmymind

guessingwhattheywerealreadythinking.

“Sowhatdidyoudecideafter‘interacting'withthe

lady?"Finallyamanbroketheawkwardsilence

givingusawayout.

“Aftermuchconsideration,Ihavedecidedthatshe

wouldgethiredbutnotasastylisthereratheras

mypersonalassistant."Alexannouncedturningto

mewithalooksaying‘Istilldon'ttrustyou'.

Iwasstunnedspeechlessatthesametimetelling

myself'Holycow,Iam finished.'
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Chapter5-Alex'sMansion

“SweetJesus,I'm late."Iutterloudlywhilerushing

downthestairstryingtomakeitintimeafter

oversleepingbeforedashingoutofthehouse.

Afteracceptingthejoboffer,ashispersonal

assistant,Iwaschargedwiththedutyofmaking

earlymorningreportstohim personallydailyaside

from schedulinghisdailyactivitiesandeveryother

personaltask.

JustatthemomentIgottotheagreedpickup

location,aluxuriousmercedescardrovebybefore

pullingoverrightbesideme.Walkingoutofthecar,

AlfredandIexchangedpleasantriesbeforeopening

thedoor,lettingmeinbeforedrivingoff.

Soonenough,Inoticedtheunusualdirectionwe

weredrivingat.FeelingpuzzledIturnedtothe

driver,“SorrytodisturbyoubutIhavetoask,are

yousureweareontherighttrackcauseweseem

tohavetakenawrongturn?"Iaskedhim.

Answeringme,hesaid,“Definitely,weareinthe

rightdirection.Iguessthebossdidn'texplaintoyou

wellenough,justthatwearenotheadingtothe

officerightawayratherwearegoingtotheboss'

housefirstbeforegoingthereasallreportsand

appointmentmustbemadeawareofbeforethe
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scheduledperiod."

Noddingwithunderstandingandsurprise,Iturned

totheothersidetoenjoythesceneriesthroughthe

window.Ashortwhilelater,wearrivedatahigh-

classandexpensiveestatebeforeproceedingto

thetopofasomewhatsmallhillintheestate.

Attheendoftheroadwasalargemansionwitha

landspaceoffivefootballfieldsputtogether.

Passingthroughthevarioussecurityprocessatthe

entrance,thedriverdroveusintothismassive

compoundwithawelldesignedfieldareaand

spaceforanythingpossible.Onthislandareawere

differentuniquestructuresservingdifferent

purposessuchasabasketballcourt,withproperly

groomedtrees,vegetation,plantsandmanymore

perfectlysuitableforvilliansinmovies.

Asifthatweren'tenough,theglamorousmansion

infrontofmeleftmebewilderedandslack-jawed.

Thethreefloormansionwasjustoutofthisworld.

Toasideofthisbeautifulmansionwasalargepool

builtalongsideawidespaciousloungeandbar

includingalargeTV,barbecuegrillandthelikesfor

fungatherings.

AlsoIdiscoveredthatatthetopofthemansion,to

onesidewasaminisizedpool.



31

Finally,thedriverdrovethroughapassagewhich

seemedasagarage.Turnsoutitwasaroutetothe

undergroundparkinglot.Checkingoutthevehicles

inthislotoncemoreleftmespacedoutastheride

BriellaandItooktothedinnercouldn'tcompare

withtheleastvehiclehere.

Iwastakenintothebuildingbythechaffeuratthe

sametimelookingaroundinwonderwhiletryingmy

possiblebesttosurveyandinspectasmuchasI

can.

Leadingmeinaroom similartoalivingroom,the

chaffeurtoldme,“Sithere,Iwillgotellthebossof

yourarrivalandIwillbebacksoon."

Whilewaiting,Icouldn'tholdmyselffrom staringat

thebeautifulsightbeforemelikeacuriouschild

seeingsomethingbeautifulforthefirsttime.

Unawares,Alexwaswalkingdownthestairswitha

bareupperbodyshowcasinghisbuiltandmuscular

physiquewithatowelroundhisneck.

“Isitsothrillingtohaveyoudroolinglikealittle

child?"Alex'sthickvoicerangbehindmyears,

frighteningmeoutofmythoughts.

Beenexposedbythishandsomedevilmademe

seethewithembarrassmentandthewonderful

sightofhisupperbodymademyfaceturnpink
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from beingshyandembarrassed.

Unabletoretort,Istaredathim grudginglybefore

makingthereportandlistingouthisschedulefor

theday.

“At11am,yourpresencewillberequiredatthe

officeforsomedocumentssigningandalsoa

generalmeeting;12pm screeningandphotoshoot

ofthemodelswillbeheld.2pm,youhaveadate

arrangedwithArya,thesenator'sdaughter.Finally,

MrsSmith,wifetothelateownerofSmithyTech,

oneofthebiggestsellingtechnologycompanies

hasaprivatephotoshootappointmenttoday

requestingyouspecifically."Ibrieflylisted.

Noddinghishead,Alexsaid,“Itallseemsalrightbut

havethedatewithAryacancelledandmovedto

anothertime,wewilldiscussthatsomeothertime."

Rightafterthat,Alexledustothedinningroom

whereallsortsofdisheswereneatlyandnicely

arrangedlikeanallyoucaneatbuffet.

Takinghissitattheheadofthetable,hetakesabit

from hisfoodbeforeinvitingme.“Hey,whatare

gawkingatlostinthoughts?Grabaseatandjoin

me."

LoweringmyheadItookaseatknowingIwas

caughtstaringathisbarechest.
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“Whatahatefulfellow."Imurmuredtomyself.

Brieflyaftereating,Alexgotuptochangeand

prepareforbusiness,leavingmetomyowndevices.

Boredandtiredofwaiting,Idecidedtotakeastroll

ofthemansionnotgoingbeyondthetwofirstfloors.

DuringmysearchInoticedthewallsandroomshad

asortofshadypainting;alongwithroomsbearing

onlyfurnituresandequipmentforaestheticsand

formalpurposeswhichbroughtasimpleyetgloomy

feeling.

ThenInoticedthatasideAlex,thefewmaidsand

Alfredthebutler;nooneelselivedherebringinga

feelingoflonelinessanddesolation.

Walkingouttogetfreshairandthewonderfulsight

ofnatureandserenity,IhearthefootstepsofAlex

comingfrom behind.

Turningtolookatthemanapproaching,Iwasmet

withabreathtakingviewofacharmingfigure.

Althoughdressedinsimpleclothing,hewasableto

displaytheeleganceandnobilityofthedressing.

“Tsk,whataninexperiencedassistant.Howoften

doyouspaceout?"Alexsaidlookingatmydazed

expression.

Youcandriveright?Herearethecarkeys,
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henceforthyouwillalsobemychaffeur."Alexsaid

tomewithoutwaitingformyreply.

Stillstunnedbythetwothingsthatjusttranspired,it

tookmeawhiletodecipherthenewinformation.

“Thatjerk,justwhenIthoughthewasn'tsuchan

assholeheprovestomethathe'sabitch."Iragedin

myheartgivinghim ahatefulglarebeforewalking

intothecar.
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Chapter6-TheShrew

“Youlittledevil...whatthehellareyoudriving?"Alex

fumedafterIsuddenlyhitbrakesmakinghim spill

hiscoffee.

“I'm sorryboss,I'm stilltryingtogetusedtodriving

oncemoresinceit'sbeenawhileIlastdroveacar."

Ipretendedtobesorryandapologizedtohim while

gigglingdevishlyinmymind.

Lookingatmewithgrudgefulandhatefuleyes,Ifelt

achillrunthroughmyspineasAlexgavealook

saying,'Iwilltotallygetbackatyouforthis'.

Momentafteralongdrive,wereachedthebustling

officebuilding.Takingastepin,thesoundsof

discussionsandvariousactivitiesrangthroughasI

couldbeseencarryingtonnesofloadwhilewalking

behindAlexwhoseemedcarefreeabouthavingme

carryhisload.

“Welcomeboss,youarejustrightontime;the

meetingwillbestartinginfifteenminutesand

everyoneisherealready."Saidaprettywomanwith

ahugesmiletryingtoseduceAlexwithhertight

andopenclothesasifdisplayingherpumpedup

body.

“Whatawhore"Isaidsoftlytomyselfwhich
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apparentlygotheardbybothpeoplenearme.

“Whatdidyousayjustnow?"Theladysaidtome

withagazethatcouldkillandalookofdisgustlike

anoblemansneeringataplebianbythestreetside.

“Whydoyouwanttobiteme?Ionlysaidyoulook

soprettylikethem Barbiedolls."Iansweredhiding

behindAlex.

“Excuseme,whothefuckareyou?"Sheaskedwith

angerwrittenonherface.

“Alrightthat'senough.Youcantellthem I'llbethere

soon."Alexenterswhilealsosendingheroff.

Watchingthedepartingfigureofthelady,Alexturns

tome,“Yousurehavegutswithyoursharpandwilly

tongue.Youreallycameinhandythistime."

“Idon'tevenknowifyouarepraisingmeornot.And

whatdoyoumeanbythat,isn'tshewhatyoulike?I

asked.

“Idon'tlikemywomenpumpedandIdon'tlike

womenthatsellthemselvesshort."Heanswered

afteramomentofsilence.

“Whoknewhealsohadpreference,Itookhim asa

lecherthatwouldgoforanythinginskirts."I

thoughttomyselfsilently.

Walkingtohisoffice,Idroppedoffhisloadandjust
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asIwasaboutturningtomydeskandstartsome

work,AlexinformsmethatIwouldbe

accompanyinghim inthemeetingandIshould

learnmore.

Enteringintotheroom behindAlex,Inoticedthatall

partiesinappearancewerehigh-profiledmenand

womenalldressedinflashyoutfitandIcouldnotice

thesneerandunfriendlylooksonthefacesofsome

ofthepartnersinattendance.

“Seemslikeheisn'tlikedmuchandacceptedby

everyone.WellIguessit'stobeexpectedseeing

thatalmosteveryonehereknowsthekindofperson

hetrulyis."Ithought.

“Youkeptuswaiting,shouldn'tyougivean

explanationandanapology?"Demandedafairly

good-lookingwomanpossessingavoluptuous

figurewithahostilelookonherface.

Takingaglanceattheagitatedwoman,Alexdidn't

evenbothertoreplybeforetakinghisseatasItook

mypositionbehindhim.

SeeingthatAlexignoredthequestionlikeitfellon

deafears,amanwhoseemedannoyedbyhis

attitudesaid“Themeetingoughttohavestarteda

whileagobutyoukeptuswaiting;youshouldknow

thatweareallbusypeopleandallhavethingstodo
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andforyoutoswaggerinherelikenothing

happenedisoffensive,wealldeserveareasonable

explanationandapology.

“Whoallowedthislousyinfesteddoginthebuilding?

Bettertieitdownbeforeitbitessomeone."Alex

saidsoftlyandcarefree.

Hearingwhathesaid,ittookeverythingIhadinme

nottoburstinlaughterasthelookonthemanface

seethingwithangerwasafunnyonetowatch.

Seeingthemattergettingheated,anamicable

lookingmanoptedin,“Hedefinitelyhashisreasons

forcominglate.Theyareprobablypersonalandhe

mightnotbewillingtosharethem."

“Ifanexplanationiswhatyouwantthenyouwillget

it.Therewasanaccidentonmywayhereandbeing

thekindandgenerousmanthatIam,Idecidedto

helptheinjuredpeopletothehospital."Alexsaid

withoutanexpressiononhisfacelikea

compassionatemandoingthanklessservices.

Unabletoholditin,Iletoutaloudcoughwhile

staringatAlexinaweandreverence;onlysomeone

shamelesslikehim couldliewithastraightface.

“Asexpected,youhaven'tchangedmuch;Stillas

cockyandarrogantasever."Athickvoicerangout.
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Lookingatthemanwhoutteredthestatement,I

realizedthatIhadseenhim beforeashewasthe

manwhogavethespeechatthepartyheldbythe

companyearlier.IrememberhisnamebeingDave.

“Sometimesconfidenceisoftenseenasarrogance

andevenifIwerearrogant,sowhat?Peopleshould

beallowedtoactastheypleasedandnotlikesome

brainwashedidiotwhofollowtheirmaster'sorders."

Alexuttered.

Seeingthatnooneelsewassayinganything,the

ladyfrom earliertodaystooduptodiscussthemain

reasonforthemeetingwhereshedisclosedthe

growthofthecompany.

“Ihavetosaybutthislevelofgrowthisdueto

Dave'shardworkandpersistenceunlikesomeone

elsewhowouldratherengageinlustfulactivities

thandotheiractualwork."Saidtheangrymanfrom

earlier.

“ForallIknowlifeistobeenjoyedandnot

struggledfor.MoreoverIam stillyoungandvibrant

atleastIshouldenjoywhatIwant.ButIunderstand

youseeingthatyouareoldandnolongercapable,

justsendyourwifeanddaughtersmywayifyou

needhelpwiththem."Alexretorted.

“Youlittlejerk!”ThemanstooduppointingatAlex



40

whilefuming.

“Pleasecalm down,althoughwhathesaidmightbe

rudeandoffensivebutyouwerealsowrongto

debasehiscontributionandforgettingthatnotonly

didhebuildthisplacefrom scratchbutalsoworked

forthecompanytoreachwhereitis,hehasdone

manythingsunnoticed."Saidawomaninwhite.

“Stilldoesn'tchangehislecherousdeeds.”Saidthe

womanwiththehostilelookinthebeginning.

“Wanttocomeovertomyplaceforsomeprivate

timesometime?"AskedAlextothewomanoutof

theblue.

“You...you...”repeatedthewomanunabletoretort.

“Willyoushutthefuckup?!"Alexsuddenlyyelled

followedbyacoldstarethatintimidatedeveryone

asthetemperatureseemedtodropimmediately

beforehecontinued.

“I'm sickandtiredofhearingthelittlewhines,ass-

kissingandbootlickingbetweenyoubozos;seem

likethat'sallyoupeasantservantsmanagedto

learnfrom yourdumbassmasterwhoonlyknows

howtokiss-uptoclientsandothersI'veworkedfor

onlytowagyourtongueandtaildiscreditingmy

responsibilityandaccountabilitytryingtoplease

yourmasterlikegooddogswaitingtoberewarded.
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Don'ttrytomesswithme,Iam notasoftpessimon

youcanpreyonoryouwillbeburnedandIcan

promiseyouwon'thaveyourashesleft".

Sayingthis,whatfollowedupwasabsolutesilence

asthepeoplewereallintimidatedandscaredby

Alex'ssuddenoutburstandwereyettofully

processallhesaidandhappened.

Seeingthatnothingwassaidanddone,Alexsaid,

“Seemsthatisallfortoday,itwasniceplaying

aroundwithyouall,Goodday."

Andrightaftersayingthat,hewalkedrightoutof

theroom andIranafterhim aftercomingtomy

sensesfrom thatscene.

Seeingthemainmanwasgone,thepartiesstarted

takingtheirleavetoexcusethemselvesfrom the

weirdscenario.

Leftwithanawkwardlookasheborethebruntof

theinsultsfrom theearlierstatement,Daveasked

tobeexcusedbeforethrowingthechairhewas

seatedoninangeracrosstheemptyroom while

shouting,“ScrewyouAlex."
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Chapter7-MyBossIsALecher

Lookingatthecalm Alexthroughthesee-through

glassdoor,Iknewnowwasn'ttherighttimeto

approachhim.SoIdecidedtogivehim timewhileI

gosettleotherstuffbeforereturningtohim.

“Theworldoftherichissureanunusualand

dangerousone."Ithoughttomyself.

Justatthatmoment,Ihearacallfrom behind

wakingmefrom mytrainofthoughtsandstopping

meinmytracks.TurningaroundIwassurprisedby

thefigurebeforeme,itturnedouttobeDave.

“HelloCharlotte."SaidDave

Lookingathisbrightandbrimmingfacelikenothing

happenedearliertodaymademewonderifIwas

lookingatsomeoneelse.DeepinsideIwas

surprisedandaswellpraisedhisthickskinandhis

skillsinmanagingtokeephiscooldespitealmost

turningtohulkfrom anger.

“He...hello,areyoumistakenorsomething?"I

askedsuspiciously.

“MissCharlotteyoudon'thavetobesoformal,Iam

notmistakenorlost.InfactI'm gladImettheright

person,I'veheardalotaboutyou."SaidDavewitha

brilliantsmileinanamicablemannerlikealong
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timefriend.

“Me,youaresureyouarenotmistaken,whatcould

youhaveprobablyheardaboutme?"Iaskedallat

oncewhilecarefullyavoidingmeasmygutstold

methismanwasadangerousone.Besides,how

couldhehaveheardaboutmewhenIjuststarted

workingtodayandI'm notsowellknown.

“NoneedtobesocautiousmissCharlotte.As

Alex'sassistant,youarenotasunknownasyou

thinkandwellnothingescapesmynotice."He

answeredmefurtherincreasingmyguardtowards

him.

SeeingthatIwasn'tbulgingintheslightestmade

him perplexedandquestionhisapproach.

“Iseethatyoudon'thavemuchtodoatthe

moment,hopeyoudon'tmindgettinglunchwith

me?”Heasked.

JustbeforeIcouldturndowntheofferandtellhim

thatIwasbusy,heinterruptedme.

“Youdon'tmeantoturnmedownright?Wearejust

gettinglunchanditwouldn'teventakelongatall.

Wecanalsoseizetheopportunitytogettoknow

eachotherwell."Davesaid.

SeeingthathewassopersistentandIhadnoway
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outofthis,Ihadnochoicebuttofollowhim down

tothecafeteria.

Takingaseatatatablefortwo,Davegotsomany

dishestothetable.Seeingthenumerousmeals

beforeme,Icouldholdbackmyhungerandstarted

ravagingthemealaftersomewordsofappreciation.

“IheardyoustartedworkingwithAlexnotsolong

ago,howhasitbeenforyou?"Hestartedwitha

question.

“WellIjuststartedtodaysoIdon'thavemuchto

saybutit'squitestressful.Especiallywhenit'sfor

someonelikeAlex,there'salwayssomuchtodo

and‘see'.Allinallit'squitetheadventureatleast

thepayisgood."Iansweredwhileenjoyingthemeal.

“That'stobeexpectedknowingthekindofperson

Alexis.Don'tyouthinkwhatyouearnisquiteshort

comparedtothestressyougothroughworking

withhim?"Heinterjected.

“Tobehonest,Ithinkthepayisverygoodforthe

jobandseeingthatIam juststartingagainwiththe

possibilityofraiseinthefuture,Idon'thavemuch

tocomplainaboutactually."Ireplied.

“Iseethatyouarequitethecontentedpersonwith

highmoralvalues.WhatifItellyouthatthereisa

wayyoucanearnsomegoodextrapayinaddition
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towhatyoualreadyearn?"Heaskedfinallycoming

downtothemainpurposehehadinmind.

GettingtothispointItookabreakfrom mymeal

causeIknewhewasfinallyhittingthenailonthe

headwithoutbeatingroundthebush.

“ConcerningthatIwillhavetodecline.Iknowyou

havemyinterestsinmindbutIknowhelpandextra

paydoesn'tcomefreeandthere'sacatchtoit

whichIam notinterestedin."Irepliedimmediately.

Hearingmyabruptrejectiontohisproposalwithout

knowingwhatitwascausedDavetopanicas

anxietywashedoverhim evidentfrom his

expressionseeingthatthingsweren'tgoingtoplan.

“Calm downabit,youdon'thavetoturntheoffer

downyet.Althoughthere'sacatch,itisn't

somethingsodifficulttodo.It'snosecrettoanyone

Alex'shobbiesandinterests,butasapartnerinthe

firm andeveryotherpartnerwiththecompany's

bestinterestinmind,wefearthatAlexseeingthat

hehassixtypercentofownershipandpowermight

makeanerrorordeviatefrom themostimportant

goal.Sobasically,weneedsomeonewecantrust

tokeepaneyeonhim likeawatchdogandreportall

hisirregularactivitiestome."Davesaidtrying

persistentlytoconvinceme.



46

“Althoughyourwordsseem tobemorallyupright

andwithintentions,tomeratherthansaying‘a

watchdog'I'drathercallitaratorasnitch.Asan

assistant,itismydutytokeepinformationabout

myemployerconfidential.Moreover,concerningthe

issuesofthefirm,Ibelieveallmaindecisionsgo

throughthetablenomatterhowpowerfulheisand

Iwouldn'tevenbeabletohelpandnothingwill

changeevenifIweretotakeitup."Iinterjected.

SeeingthatDavewasbecomingmoredesperate

andwasnotwillingtojustdropitatthat,Iquickly

addedbeforehesaidanything.“Ifthat'sallthenI

wouldbetakingmyleave.Thankyouforthemeal,I

verymuchappreciateit.Seeyousomeothertime."

RightaftersayingthatIhastilytookmyleave

withoutturningbackevenasDavecalledouttome

repeatedly.

“Fuck!!Damnthatbitch.Whydoestodayhavetobe

suchabadday?!"Daveragedwhilepunchingthe

tablemakingthepeopleinthecafeterialookathim

oddly.

“Iam sounlucky,it'smerelymyfirstdayandI'm

alreadyinsomuchmess."Isighedtomyself

reachingthedoortoAlex'soffice.

TakingadeepbreathwhilelookingatAlexwiththe
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samecalm andexpressionlesslookonhisfaceas

earlier,Isaidsomewordsofmotivationbefore

knockingonthedoor.

Lookingupfrom thecomputerbeforehim,Alex

gesturedwithhishandindicatingthatIshould

comeinside.

“Intenminutestheshootwiththemodelswillbegin

andyourpresencewasrequested."Ireportedright

afterenteringtheoffice.

“let'sgothensinceIhavenothingdoingatleast

thatshouldkeepmebusy."Hesaidstandingfrom

hisseat.

FollowingAlextothestudiowheretheshootwillthe

held,awonderfulsightgreetedmeasImarvelled

lookingatthemodels,equipmentandthe

backgroundsetup.

Takingacloserlookatthetallmodelsintheroom,

athoughtformedinmyhead,“Theyalllooksolanky

andskinny,havingabitofmeatoftheirbody

wouldn'tbesobad."

Standingatacorneroftheroom,Ienjoyedtheview

andtheprocessoftheshootuntilasightcaughtmy

eyes.TurnedoutIwasn'ttheonlyoneenjoyingthe

shootasIcouldseethedistinctfigureofAlexwith

agroupofmodelsflirtingfrom thegigglesand
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laughtercomingfrom them andalsothewaythey

communicated.Ashortwhilelater,IseeAlexinthe

nameofdirectingtheshootmoveinlewdactions

withthemodels.

“Whatabunchofperverts."Icommentedwith

disgustseeingthemodelsthatseem tobeenjoying

boththeattentionandflatteryastheylookedat

Alexwithfawningfaces.

UnabletoholditinandIwasabouttodragAlexout

ofthescenebyhookorcrook,Irealizedtheshoot

hadcometoanendmakingmesighwithrelief.

WalkinguptoAlexwhowasstillflirtingwiththe

girls,Ireported,“Wearejustintimetomakeitwith

thefinalappointmentforthedaywithMrs.Smith

andwehavetogetmovingsoon."

NoticingthatIwastryingtorainonhisparade,Alex

unwillingtobeoutdoneasked,“Sinceyougirlsare

donehere,wouldyoumindmedroppingyouoff?"

RightthereIknewthatwouldbeoneofthemost

unforgettablemomentsofmylifeasthewhole

drivewasfullofloudcheers,laughterandother

noisealmostdrivingmedeafatthebackfrom the

girlshittingitoffwithAlex.

Gettingtothestatedlocation,Irealizedwewere

meetingthepersononafancyyacht.Boardingthe
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yachtandseeingthepersonweweretomeet,Iwas

surprised.Contrarytomyexpectations,Mrs.Smith

wasnotanoldlookingwomenIthoughtshe'dbe

insteadayounglookingladyaroundmyagewas

beforeme.Probablyallthoseyoungprettygirlsthat

gotmarriedtooldmenfortheirwealthIthoughtin

myhead.

SeeingthetallandhandsomeappearanceofAlex,I

couldseetheinfatuatedlookonherfaceasshe

askedtobeexcusedandleftalonewithAlex.

Walkingoutoftheroom Icouldn'thelpbutsayto

myself,“Mybossisalecher."

***

POVDave

Inalargespaciousroom withproperlighting,two

distinctfigurescouldbemadeoutonabedmoving

inacompromisingpositionwithanotherfigureata

corneroftheroom watchingexpressionlessly.

Standingupandwalkingtothewomanatthecorner

whoturnedouttobethemanageratAlex's

companywhoImetthismorning,Davesaid,“You've

donethejobwell,nowIwantyoutoinvestigateand

makefindingonthatnewgirl,Alex'sassistantand

bringupwhateveryoufindtomeassoonand

possible."
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Receivingtheordersshewaitedfrom Dave,she

walkedoutoftheroom stillwithoutanyexpression

onherface.

“Iwillmakeherpay,everysingleoneofthem.She

willpayformakingmelosefacetodayandfor

turningmedown."Daveutteredwithadarkface

lookingthroughthewindow.

Suddenly,twoarmswrappedaroundhiswaistasa

figureleanedonhisback.Surprisingly,theperson

wasalsoafamiliaroneasitwasnoneotherthan

thehostileladyatthemeetingearliertodayalso

oneofthepartnersatthecompany.

“Don'tforgetAlextoo,youalsohavetomakehim

pay.Makehim payforeverythinghehasdone,

especiallyforrejectingmeandlookingdownon

me."Shesaidwithbitterresentment.

Turningtoher,Daveanswered,“Don'tworry,leaveit

alltome.Iwillmakeeverysingleoneofthem pay."
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Chapter8-ASuddenTurn

It'sbeenfewweekssinceIbeganworkinghereand

tobehonestit'sbeenquitethethrill.Asidethedaily

stressofreportingandmakingschedulesaswellas

beingpresentforthoseappointments,workinghere

asbeengoingprettyfine,ifonlyIdon'tgetto

witnesstheannoyingsightofthoselousycunts

withmypervertedbossalldayalmosteverysingle

dayofmylife.

Butworkaside,Icansayeverythingelseisgoing

smoothly.From thepayfrom thejobIwasableto

settlethebillsandotherissues,gettreatmentfor

mydad.Moreovermysociallifehasbeenimproving

sinceBriellawouldn'tletmerestfrom hercoaching

onhowtoappearbetter.

Livingsuchhappyandcarefreelifewithouttroubles

andstruggleseem likethelifeI'vealwayswanted,

toobadthatsomethingfeelsmissing.“IfonlyI

couldexperiencelove."Iwouldsaytomyself

sometimes.

***

Onabrightshinymorning,justbeforeIleftforwork

andwasgettingeverythingarrangedforwork.

WalkingdownstairstothelivingIcalledouttomy

dadwhowasseatedonasofa.
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“Heydad,Ileftbehindyourdrugsonthecounterin

thekitchendon'tforgettotakethem.IgottaleaveI

am runninglate.”

JustbeforeIcouldwaltzthroughthedoor,Ihear

myfathercallingmebacktotalk.

“Youneedsomethingdad,canIgetitforyouonmy

wayback?I'm abouttogetlate."Iaskedbeingina

hurry.

“Idon'tneedanythingandIwon'ttakemuchofyour

time.Ijustrealizedthatwehaven'thadmuchtime

betweenourselvesoflatesoIhaven'tbeenableto

tellyouwhatIhadinmind."

“YouhaveachievedsomuchonyourownandIcan

seethatyouarequitehappywithwhatyouhavebut

youdon'thavetobesoconsiderateofme,you

shouldalsohavesomefunandliveyourlifetothe

fullest.Youhavemadesomanysacrificesformy

sakeandyou'vemissedoutonalargepartof

growingupduetomyerrorandIthinkit'stimeyou

pursuewhatyouwantalso.Forstarters,whydon't

yougetinarelationshiporsomesort;getalover

andexperienceloveforthefirsttime."Heexplained.

“IunderstandwhatyoumeandadandIam working

onit,Ijusthaven'tseentheone.Youdon'thaveto

worry,youwillmeetwithhim soonenough."I
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answeredhim.

Asalways,AlfredtookmetoAlex'splacetobegin

myjob.Eventhoughthisisn'tmyfirsttimeinhis

place,theviewofthehouseremainedanenticing

onemakingmewonderhowtheentireplaceis.

Despitebeingherenumeroustimes,Ihavenever

hadafulltourroundthemansion.

Today,justasIwaslookingroundforAlextomake

report,ahearhisvoiceinaclosedroom butit

seemedunnaturalfrom hisnaturalself.

Hisvoicesoundedcoldandquiteagitatedlikehe

wasinanargumentanddisagreementwiththe

personhewasspeakingwithoverthephone.

Icouldnotclearlymakeoutthecontentofthe

discussionashisvoicesoundeddistinctand

incoherentthroughthedoor.Surprisingly,asthe

conversationtooklongerIcouldnoticethechanges

anddifferenceinhisspeechasthewayhespoke

changedfrom timetotime.

NoticingthisleftmesurprisedandperplexedasI

wonderedwhatcouldhavecausedtheconstant

changeinAlex'smoodallatonceknowingthathe

wasanunfazedandexpressionlesspersonexcept

whenhewasflirtingaround.

Soonenough,Inoticedtheconversationwas
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graduallyreachingitsendwhichmademedecideto

leavetheplaceandquietlywaitforhim butjustasI

wasabouttoleave,Iheardsomethingstunning.

AlthoughIcouldn'tmakeclearofthethingssaid

beforethis,IwasquitesureIheardAlexsaythe

words‘Iloveyoutoo'eventhoughhisvoice

soundedblankandflatlikehedidn'tmeanwhathe

said.

Rushingawaystilledstunnedfrom thelast

sentencefilledmyheadwithvariousthoughtsasI

wonderedwhohecouldbetalkingtoandwhat

couldhavethepersonsaidtoalterhismoodthat

way.

NotlongafterAlexwalkedoutandwesetofffor

theday'swork.Unlikeeveryotherday,todaywas

moreoferrandsandvisitstoplacesratherthanthe

usualofficework.

Goingtovariousplacesmademerealizehow

popularandlovedAlexwasashisappearancein

publicplacesattractedtheattentionofthepeople

presentespeciallytheladiesandwomenaround.

Seeinghowthesepeopleleftwhattheyweredoing

andpeopletheywerewithtothrowthemselvesat

Alexshovingeveryoneelseoffincludingmemade

mesneergrudginglyinmymind,“Youpeople
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shouldatleastrespectthefactthathecameand

waswithsomeone."

Lookingathowcrazythesewomenwenttogethis

attentionmademewonderhowluckygood-looking

peoplewere.AsidehavingaprettyfaceIthoughtof

othercharmshepossessedtohavesomany

womentrippingoverhim.

Unabletostandhowdesperateandtheinfatuated

lookonthewomen,Ithoughtofhowthespouses

andpartnersofthewomenwouldreacttothissight.

RightatthemomentIthoughttothispoint,

somethingcametomindasthetruthdawnedon

me.ItwasatthatpointIrememberedAlexwasan

engagedmanwhichwouldexplainhisconversation

earliertoday.AtthesametimeIquestionedhis

affairswiththisloverofhisfrom thewaythey

spoke.

“Couldsomethinghavehappenedwhichledtothem

fallingoutorhemightnotactuallyloveherand

doesn'twanttogetmarried?"Ireasonedthevarious

theoriesinmyhead.

Lookingatthisbossofmine,Irealizedthings

weren'tassimpleasitseemedwiththisman.

Finally,wewereabletofinishtheerrandandtasks

athandandhadtimetomakeittotheoffice
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unawareofthetroublesthatawaitedus.

Gettingtotheoffice,aworkerwaswaitingalready

tonotifyusofthepresenceofaguestwaitingand

insistingonseeingAlex.

“Andwhomightthepersonbetowaitwithoutan

appointment?"Heasked.

“TheladyidentifiedherselfasArya."Theworker

replied.

“Thiswouldbequitetroublesome.Thanksfor

informingmeaboutit."Hesaid.

Lookingathisreaction,IknewthisAryafiguremust

bequiteinterestingfrom howAlextriestoavoidher.

Probablyallthosespoiltkidsfrom wealthyhomes

seeingshewasasenator'sdaughter.

Walkingintothelobby,anextremelyprettyand

petiteladycouldbeseenseated.Dressedin

expensiveitems,sheappearedfuriousasshestood.

“Ifinallycaughtupwithyoutoday.Idemandan

explanationastowhyyouhavebeenavoidingme

latelyandIwon'tleavetillIgetone."Aryaraged.

“Willyouquietdownandstopthrowingtantrums

okay?IhavebeentoobusylatelycauseIhaveso

muchtodo."Alexansweredflatly.

“Youlyingscum,thenexplainwhyIalwaysseeyou



57

withadifferentladyeverysingletime."Shereplied

unwillinglytoloseout.

“Thosewerebusinessorientedaswell."Hesaid

unfazed.

SeeingAlexliewithastraightfaceleftAryaandme

stunnedwithnothingtosayasIwonderedhow

thickhisfaceactuallywas.

“MyapologiesifIhaven'tcreatedtimeforyou.If

youdon'tmindhowaboutItakeyououtfordinner

onceI'm donewithsomelittlethingshere?"He

asked.

HearingthisIglaredhatefullyatAlexcauseIknew

itwouldaffectmealsoanditwouldbeanother

torture.

Justasexpected,Alexmademedrivewhilehesat

atthebackwithArya.FortunatelyitseemedIwasn't

theonlyonesufferingthetripasAlexalsowas

troubledandstressedbythistroublemakerwho

wouldn'tstoptalking.

Duringthedrive,myphonesuddenlyrangand

plugginginmyearbudsIpickedthecall.Hearing

whattheotherpersonhadtosaymademymood

andexpressionchangedrasticallybeforeImadea

suddenturndrivingofffrom theintended

destinationtoanotherdirection.
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Chapter9-Twists

“Thehellareyoudoingyoucrazywoman?"Arya

shoutedfuriouslyfrom thequickturnItookof

whichIignoredasIhadnotimeforhertantrums

andwasonlyfocusedontheemergencyathand.

Althoughvexedaswell,Alexcouldtellfrom my

desperatelookandreactionthatsomethingwas

wrongandasked,“Whathappened?"

ThequestionfellondeafearsasIcouldn'tthinkor

processanythingelseatthemomentwhichonly

madeAryamoreagitatedasshebecamelouder

andblatantwithheryellsandtroubles.

Unabletobeartheunendingdisturbancefrom the

bothersomefellowinvokedmyiremakingmeyell.

“WillyoushutthefuckupyouGoddamnedbitch?”

Intimidatedbymyfierceandsuddenoutburst,she

keptquietlikeachildseeingascarymonsterand

couldonlyturntoAlexandurgehim todo

something.

Fortunately,Alexwassurprisinglyquietand

understandingashejustsatdownpatientlywithout

interferingorinvolvinghimselfandprobablyhappy

thathehadfoundawaytofreehimselffrom Arya.
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Momentslater,wearrivedataseeminglylarge

hospital.Rushingoutofthecar,Iranintothe

buildingwhileAlexandAryaleftwithnochoicehad

tofollowbehindme.Enteringthefirstroom,Isawa

counterwithsomereceptionistwaitingbefore

approachingthem toask.

“Sorry,I'm heretoseesomeonehegoesbythe

nameCalebArcherandhewasrushedinherea

whileago.I'm hisdaughtercanIseehim?"Isaid

whilepantingfrom rushing.

“Holdonaminute,givemeamomenttocheck."

Saidoneoftheladies.

JustthenInoticedthepresenceofAlexandAryain

theroom andatthatmomentmyheadregaineda

bitofclarityanditdawnedonmethatIactually

broughtthem here.ButbeforeIcouldsayaword,

theladyrepliedme.

“Yesma'am,therewasamanwhowasbroughtin

withthatname.Apparentlyhehadahealth

compromisetriggeringoneanattackfortunately

someonenoticedthedisturbanceafterfailingtoget

hismedication.He'stwoattherightwingwhenyou

turnleftinward2-B..."

HearingtheinformationIwantedtohear,Izoomed

offimmediatelynotbotheringtohearotherstuff
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shewantedtosay.

JustasIenteredtheroom,Icouldseemydadlying

onthebedunconsciouswithsomanymedical

equipmentconnectedtohim thenInoticedthe

presenceofsomedoctorsandnursesaround.

Approachingthem Isaidhastily,“Doctor,I'm his

daughter.Ishefine,willhebealright?"

“Youhavetostaycalm lady,followmepleasethis

isn'ttherightplacetodiscuss."Thedoctorsaidas

heledmeoutoftheroom.

Walkingoutoftheroom toacorneroftheaisle,the

doctorsaid,“Fornowwemanagedtostabilizehis

conditionbutit'sonlytemporary.Judgingfrom your

reactionIcanalreadytellthatyouwereawareofhis

illnesspriortothis;unfortunatelytheattackismore

severethistimeandwillrequiresurgerytoprevent

furtherrisksifnotwewon'tbeabletohandle

dangerspronetohishealthasheisstillincoma.”

“Isn'ttheresomeotherthingswecandototreat

him withouthavingtogotosurgery.”Iasked

knowinghowexpensivesurgerycouldbe.

“I'm sorrybutthatistheonlyoptionwehaveright

nowandthere'snootherthingwecando."

Answeredthedoctorbeforeproceedingtotellme

othernecessaryinformation.



61

Justasthedoctorwasabouttoleave,Iasked,“Isit

fineifIstayedbesidehim tonightjustincase?"

“Ohit'sfine,there'snoissuewiththat."Hereplied

ashetookhisleaveproceedingtothereception.

Goingbacktothewardmyfatherwas,Istaredat

him reminiscingthesweetmemorabletimeswe

hadasitbroughtbothtearsandsmilestomyface.

“Don'tworrydad,Iwillhandleitall.Westillhaveso

muchmoretodoandyoucan'tjustleavemehere.I

willfindawaytopayforthesurgery,maybeIwill

askforprepaymentattheofficeorborrowfrom

somepeople."Ispokeouttonoone.

Soonenough,theemotional,mentalandphysical

stressgottomeafterawhileofsoliloquisingandI

sleptoffrightbesidemydad.Aboutfewhourslater,

somesuddentaponmyshoulderwokemeupasI

openedmyeyestoseefewpeopleintheroom with

therestasidethepersonwhowokemearranging

andpackingthemedicalequipmentandsome

tryingtomovemydad.

BeforeIcouldask,thepersonwhowokemesaid,“I

wasjustwakingyouupinpreparationforthe

surgeryasallisreadytobeginthesurgery.”

“Huh,whatdidyousayjustnow?Idon'tunderstand

whatyoumeanbysurgery.Iknowthatheisto
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undergosurgerybutIhaven'tevenpaidordone

anythingyetsowhatcouldyoupossiblymeanby

that?”Iasked.

“Madam,youdon'tneedtoworryaboutthatasa

goodSamaritanalreadypaidfortheentiresurgery

andbillsalready.”Answeredtheperson.

“Someonepaid,doyoubychanceknowwhothis

personis?”Iaskedagain.

“Idon'tknowwhothepersonbutyoucanvisitthe

receptionandmakeenquiriesifyouwantto."

Repliedtheperson.

Surprisedatthesuddenturnofevent,Isuppressed

thehappinessarisingwithinmeasImadesure

everythingwasokaywithmydadbeforerushingto

thereceptiontomakeenquiries.

JustasIgottothereception,mymemoriescame

rushinginasIoncemorerememberedthatI

broughttwopeoplewithmeandareprobably

strandedherealsoafterIabandonedthem.

SurprisinglytheywerenolongerthereafterIlooked

aroundandhadgone.

Puttingthatasidefornow,Iaskedthereceptionist

aboutwhathappenedandshockingly,itallturned

outtobeAlex.
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Chapter10-TheBirthdayInvitation

Seatedonachairallcoveredup,Isleptpeacefully

untilIheardmynamewhichbroughtmeoutofmy

slumber.OpeningmyeyesIsawitwasthedoctorI

spoketoyesterdaywhowasalsoinchargeofthe

operation.

“Sorrytodisturbyou,Icanalreadytellthatithas

beentoughandstressfulonyou.Fortunately,Ican

tellyouthatthesurgerywassuccessfulandyour

fatherisn'tinanydangeranymoreallthatisleftis

forhim towakeupandthatwillbeanytimesoon.”

Thedoctorannounced.

“OhmyGod,Thankyou."Icriedoutintearsof

happiness.“CanIgoandseehim now?”Iaskedthe

doctoraftercalmingdownabit.

“AboutthatIwillhavetodenyyouseeingthathe

justleftsurgeryandstillneedstobetendto.Also

youneedsomerestandfresheningup;youcango

home,getsomethingtoeatandbythetimeyou

comebackyouwillbeabletoseehim.

UnabletoconvincethedoctorIcouldonlyfollow

whathesaidandIgotmyselfataxitotakeme

home.Theentiredrivehomewasfilledwith

thoughtsofAlex'sunexpecteddeedandhowto

repayhim afterthinkingabouthowIhadnot
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reachedouttohim eversince.

Severalattemptsatcallinghim togiveaproper

explanationandappreciationfailed,maybehe's

probablybusyorsomethingelse.

GettinghomeIhadmybathe,cleanedupandate.

MakingacalltoBriellatoinform herofallthat

happenedingreatdetails,shepromisedtovisitmy

dadatthehospital.HearingthatIlefttovisitthe

officemaybeI'dmeetwithAlexthere.

EnteringthebuildingandwalkingtowardsAlex's

office,Imetwiththepumpedupmanagerwho

threwmeameanhatefulglareandalsoseemedto

haveamockingsmileonherfaceasshelookedat

meleavingmesurprised.

“Whatisitwiththisbitch,shelookingforafight?"I

thoughtinmyhead.

IgnoringthematterIwalkedtoAlex'soffice

fortunatelyhewasintheofficegettingthere.

Knockingonthedoor,Iwalkedinaftergettingthe

callin.

Walkingin,Ifeltnervousastowhattodoandsay

becauseitwasquiteunusualandnewformetosay

especiallywhenIhavealwayshadabadimpression

ofthisbossofmine.
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“Iam verysorryformywrongandimpulsiveaction

yesterday,itwasveryunprofessionalofmeandI

promisetoneverdothatagain.”Isaidafterbracing

myselfandleftthetalkingtomytongue.

Seeingthathedidn'treplyandwasstillonhisworkI

continued.

“ThenIalsowanttoappreciateyouforthekind

gestureyoushowedme,itwasn'tmyintentionto

getyouinvolvedinthematter.Ipromisetotakefull

responsibilityforitanddoallmybesttogetit

repaidevenifIhavetoworkextraforit.”

AfterblurtingoutallIhadinmind,Alexfinallytooka

breakfrom hisworkandturnedtome.

“Howishenow,didthesurgerygowell?"Heasked.

“Thankstoyourhelpthesurgerywasperformed

anditwasasuccess,heshouldbewakingup

anytimesoon.”Iansweredinstantly.

“Wellthat'sgood."Hesaidflatlyleavingmeinan

awkwardpositionaboutwhattosaynext.

“Erm,Iwaswonderingifyoucouldretainmypayas

repaymentforthefundandifyouhadotherjobsI

coulddoubleupwithtorepayyou."Ifinallyspoke

out.

“Youmakeamistakethere,thatwasn'taloanor
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whateveritwasmedoingwhatIcouldtohelpso

youdon'tneedtoworryaboutpayingmeback;Idid

itoutofmyownfreewillwithnothingattached.”He

uttered.

SpeechlesstohisstatementasIdidn'texpectit

from him atall,whoknewevilpeoplecan

sometimesdogooddeeds.RightatthemomentI

sawhim pickupthetelephoneanddirectlycalled

forthemanagertocomeover.

Soonenough,theladywithvoluptuousbody

enteredtheoffice.

“Isthereanythingyouneedboss?”sheaskedwhile

bowingabitpresentinghermassivetitsjust

enoughforAlextoseehercleavage.

Iwhispered‘whore'silentlyatthatmomentjust

enoughforhertohear.

“Whatdidyousay?"Sheaskedlookingatmewitha

murderousgaze.

“That'senough.Charlotteherewillbetakingaleave

totakecareofherfatherwhojustgotoutof

surgery.Makesureeverythingiscaredforandshe

getsherduepaywhilesheisgone."Alextoldthe

lady.

Althoughthiswasstronglycounteredbythe
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manager,shecouldnotviolatehisorderandIwas

permittedtotendtomyfather.

Gettingtothehospitallateafternoon,Iwenttomy

father'swardandImethim awake.Movingcloser

tohim Ihuggedhim tightly.

“Iwasscaredtheredad,IthoughtI'dloseyoutoo.

Pleasedon'tleaveme.”Isaidemotionally.

“Don'tworrymyprincess.I'm sorryforhavingyou

worriedandI'm notgoingtoleaveyou,ever."Caleb

replied.

Havingsaidthatandleavinghisembrace,Iasked

thequestionIhadinmind.

“Dad,whathappenedtohavehadyoucollapsethis

muchdespitethedrugsyoucouldhaveused?"

“Ican'tsayexactly.Iwasseatedinthelivingroom

watchingTVatthatmomentthenIheardsome

disturbanceinthehouse.Istooduptocheckif

therewasanythingoranissue."

“Gettingtothekitchenthedisturbancegotlouder

asifthehousewasgettingattackedandrobbers

wantedtobreakin.ItwasatthatpointIpanicked

andIstruggledbutjustbeforeIcouldreachthe

medication,theattackknockedmeout."He

explained.
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“Youaresuredadanditwasn'tjustnoisefrom

somewhereelse?”Iasked.

“Ishouldn'tbewrongbutIam nottoosure."He

answered

“Atleastthat'sover,whatmattersnowisthatyou

arefine."Isaidtohim.

***

Farawayinanhotel,amancanbeseeninabar

drinkingwhilewaitingforsomeone.Alittlewhile

later,aprettywomanwalksinandsitsbesidehim.

“Whatnewsdoyouhaveforme,isitallgoingto

plan?ThereportIgotsaidthethugsdidagoodjob

scaringtheoldman.”Daveasked.

“Iam notsosureaboutthisbutIbelieveyourhero

andknightinshiningarmourplanhasbeenruined.”

themanageranswered.

“Whatdoyoumeanruined?Tellmeeverythingyou

know."Hesaidwithachangeinhisexpression.

“Idon'tknowtoobuttheplanwasgoingwelland

theoldwasrushedtothehospitalalsomeantto

havesurgeryfrom thefrightbutitseemslikeAlex

alreadyhandledthebillandexpensessoyoucan't

bringherunderyourcontrolbymakingheroweyou

anymore."Themanagertoldhim.
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“DamnthatAlex,alwaysruiningmyplans.Howis

thispossible,whendidhebecomeaphilanthropist

andstartedhelpingpeople.Justatthecrucialpart

oftheplan.”Daveraged.

***

Fewweekshavepassedsincetheincidentandmy

fatherhasrecoveredsignificantly.TodayIresume

backtotheworksinceit'sbeensolongalready.

Likeeveryothertime,IwastakentoAlex'smansion

andIfollowedtheconstantroutine.Rightafter

makingareport,Ipulledoutaletterwhichlooked

likeaninvitationletterandpresentedittohim.

“Toshowourappreciationforyourhelp,mydad

andwanttoinviteyoutomyoldman'sbirthday

partycomingsometimefrom now.Itisjustasmall

partywithlittlepeoplegatheredandwehopeyou

cancomeandwilllikeyoutovisit."

Lookingattheinvitationwithastunnedlooktotally

notexpectingit,heturnedtome.

“Idon'tknowaboutpartieslikethisandI'm nota

fanofthem butI'llthinkaboutitandgetbackto

you.”hereplied.
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Chapter11-TheBirthdayParty

Adaytothebirthday.Alexcanbeseeninasmall

officeinhismansionunderthedarkskiesholdinga

letterinhishandwhilepondering.

“Ifyoureallywanttogo,whynotjustgo.Itshould

besomethingnewandinterestingforyou,doyou

havetothinktoomuchaboutit?"Alfredsaid

walkingintotheroom.

“Idon'tevenknowwhattodoinsuchpartiesand

thingslikemearenotonesIrelatewellto."Alex

toldhim.

“Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthatjustgivethis

oneatryandseeforyourself."Alfredpersuaded.

***

POVCharlotte

“Sodidyouinvitehim over,ishecoming?"Briella

couldn'thelpaskingaswebothpreparedforthe

partywhilemakingthedecorationsandother

necessities.

“Iam nottoosureaboutthat,Ididinvitehim over

buthedoesn'tseem likethetypetobeintosuch

event.Moreoverhewasn'tsoclearwithhisintent

andsaidhewouldgetbacktome.”Itoldher.
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Andrightatthatmoment,myphonebuzzedasa

messagepoppedin.ReadingthroughthemessageI

sawitwasfrom Alexanditreadout,‘Seeyou

tomorrow'.

SmilingafterreadingthemessageIcalledoutto

Briella,“Ijustgotatextandhesaidhe'scoming.”

HearingthatmadeBriellalaughhappilyasshesaid,

“OhmyGod,wehavetolookperfecttomorrowand

dresstokill.Icanalreadyimaginehim stunnedby

mybeautytomorrowandhim fallingformewith

thosecharmingeyeswithdesireandlustinthem.

Andyoualsohavetolookatbeautifulaseverand

makehim losehismindwhenheseesyou."

AsifdruggedbythenewsBriellakepttalkingand

expressingherthoughtsloudlyandwithcheers.

“Can'tyoutwoladieskeepitdown,youarehurting

theearsofthisoldman.Iwonderwhathasyouthis

happybytheway.”Mydadwalkedin.

“Guesswhatpops,youwouldn'tbelievewhatjust

happened.Charlotteisfinallygoingtobringaman

overandintroducehim tous.”Briellaranted.

“Don'tlistentohernonsense.Imerelyinvitedmy

bossoverandheagreedtocomeover"Itoldhim.

“That'sgood,Icanfinallymeethim andexpressmy
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gratitudeforhishelpinperson."Calebsaidbefore

leavingthegirlsafteralittlechat.

***

It'sSaturdayandthedayisquitesunnyandbright

afternoonwithclearskies,theperfectatmosphere

forsuchanevent.Aftermakingarrangementsand

otherpreparationsearlierfortheparty,Briella

draggedmetomyroom togetmedressedand

‘dolledup'.SometimesIgetthefeelingsheenjoys

havingsomeonetopracticeandexperimentallher

thoughtson.

Soonenough,shefinishedwiththemakeupand

shemanagedtoonceagainleavemebedazzled

makingmedoubtthereflectioninthemirror.An

appearanceunfamiliartomewasdisplayedbefore

myeyesbringaboutavastdifferencebetweenthis

imageofunmatchedandunparalleledbeautylikea

goddessandtheusualme.

“I'm sojealous.Thislevelofbeautyisenoughto

turnheadsofeverymanandwomanyourway.You

areenoughtocausecatastropheanywhereyougo

anddevastatenations."Briellacommentedwithan

enviouslookalthoughshelookedextremely

charmingalso.

Justthenmyphonebeepedfrom amessageby
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Alextellingmehewasoutsidealready.

Takingalookoutsidefrom mywindowontheupper

floorinthebuilding,IseeAlexcomingoutofhis

luxuriousvehicledrivenbysomeoneelse.

Rushingdown,Irantomeethim downstairsandI

couldseeAlfredwithhim.GettingtowherehewasI

noticedhisgazeonmewhichwasunmovingand

persistentasifhewantedtodrillaholeinmewith

hiseyesalongwithastunnedexpression.

AftergreetingAlfred,Alexregainedrationalityand

quicklycomposedhimselfbeforesaying,“IhopeI

am notlateandIbroughtthisalongtoo."

Lookingatthegiftbaginhishandsandbytheway

hespoke,Icouldtellhewasshyandnervouswhich

wassurprisingconsideringhowmucheventhe

goesoutto.

“Notatall,infactyouaresomehoursearlyandyou

shouldn'thavebotheredwiththegifts.”Isaidbefore

shamelesslytakingthebagfrom him.

Justaftertakingthebagfrom him,Inoticedthat

somethingseemedabitdifferentfrom hislooks

andheseemedmoredivineandpleasingtotheeye

thanusualwhenwemeetatworkandhisdressing

althoughnotoverlysuperfluouswascharming.
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AtthesametimeAlexwasalsodazzedonceagain

lookingatme,likeachildseeingawonderfulthing

forthefirsttime.

“Cough..cough...Iwillbeonmywaythen,Iwillbe

backtopickyouuplater."AlfredtoldAlexbefore

zoomingoff.

“Wellthen,howaboutItakeyouinsideandmeetmy

dad?Hehasbeenexpectingyou."Iinvitedhim

inside.

Rightafterleadinghim inside,IseeBriellawaiting

andimmediatelyshesawhim,shehadtaweird

facialexpressionasifdroolingoverhim.

Introducingthem toeachother,theoriginally

nervousBriellagrewmorecourageousasthe

discussionwentfurtherevenaddingsomedirtyand

flirtatiousjoke.AfterIlongwhileofeffortIwasable

toleadAlexaway.

“Yourfriendisquitethecharacter."Alexremarked

withasighofreliefafteralmostcryingwitha

pleadinglookfrom chattingwithher.

Holdingmyselfbackfrom laughingIintroducedhim

tosomeotherclosepeoplearoundbeforetaking

him offtomydad.

“Heyydad,mybossishereandIbroughthim as
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promisedandhebroughtyousomethingtoo."Isaid

tomydad.

“Welcomegentleman,Iam honouredbyyour

presenceandIhavetoadmityouarejustasthe

rumouredhadyouandevenlookmuchbetterin

person.Bytheway,mydaughtertoldmeofyour

kindnessbothtoherandtomeandIam very

thankfulforthatonlyifIhadawaytoexpressmy

gratitudemorethanthis."Calebsaid.

“Youdon'thavetoworryaboutitsir,itwasmy

pleasuretobeofhelptoyou.Besidesyourdaughter

hasbeenofhelptome.”hereplied.

Afterexchangingpleasantriesanddiscussingother

things,Ishowedhim arounduntilsomeonecalled

forme.

“Canyousitandwaitformehere?Ihavesomething

urgenttoattendto,Iwillbebacksoon."IurgedAlex.

“IsitsomethingIcanhelpyouwith?Icancome

withyou.”Alexsaidoncemoresurprisingmeby

howexpressivehesuddenlyistodayandhow

proactiveheis.

“Youdon'thavetoworryaboutit,youcanleaveitto

me.Ijustwanttohelpprepareappetisersandsome

snacks."Isaid.
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“Idon'tmindbesidesitwouldbeweirdmerely

sittinghereonmyownwithallthoseglareandI

knownooneelseasidesyou."Heargued.

UnabletorespondIcouldonlyallowhim tohelp.

GettingtothekitchenIstartingcuttingsomefruits

andworkingonsomesnacksthenInoticedAlex

waslookingatme.

“WhatcanIhelpwith?"HeaskedasIturnedtohim.

“Ohyoureallywanttohelpmethatmuch...how

aboutthefruits,canyoudicethem up?”Iaskedhim.

“Actually...no,Ihaveneverdoneanythingcooking

like.Iwasalwayskeptawayfrom italthoughIhad

interestinitbutIwasn'tabletoeventuallycause

therewasalwaysworktodo."Heansweredmaking

myjawsdropwide.

“Sowhatdoyouwanttohelpmewith?FineI'lljust

takeitascompensationforallyourhelpandteach

you."

Feelingabithelpless,Icoulddonothingbutteach

him whattodoandhowtodoit.Despitemy

guidance,hewasstillclumsyandmadesilly

mistakesprovingthathehadnotalentincooking.

“Nowondernooneallowedhim inthekitchen."I

thoughtuntilmoreguestsstartedarrivingwithmost
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beingneighboursorfriendsofmyfatherandage

group.

SoonenoughthecelebrationstartedandIcould

noticethegazeoftheguestsmostlythewomen

especiallyonAlexwhowasbesideme,lookingat

him withfawningandinfatuatedlooks.

“HeyCharlotte.Whoisthisyoungmanbytheway,

isthisyourboyfriend?Helookscharmingbythe

way.”Saidacourageoussingleolderlooking

womanwhoapproachedus.

Seeingsomeonetaketheleadmadeotherpeople

gatherandweweretrappedinthemiddleand

surroundedbyacrowdinajiffy.

“Youaremistakenthere,heisnotmyboyfriendbut

myboss."Icorrectedher.

“Ohthatisgreatthen-"

“Waitdoesn'thelookfamiliar?”

“Ohright,nowthatIlookathim closerhedoes.”

“Isn'thethatfamouscelebrityonTV?"

“That'srightheactuallylookslikehim."

Variousvoicesrangoutspeakingovereachothera

questionswerethrownendlesslywhichbrought

moreattentionandruckusthanwithBriella.
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Chapter12-TheWeddingParty

Finally,afteralongtimeofquestionsandanswers

wewereabletofreeourselvesfrom theinquisitive

crowdaroundusasthepartycametoacloseand

everyonedepartedtohisorherrespectivehomes.

Sittingwithasighofrelief,Alexsaid,“ThankGod

thisisfinallyover.ThisisonethingIdon'tlikeabout

parties,Idon'twanttogoforoneanytimesoonitis

justtoodraining."

“Whatdoyoumeanbythat,isn'tthisnotaregular

foryou?Imeanseeingyourlineofworkit's

understandableifyoudothiseverytime.”Isaid.

“WellyouareabitwrongIbarelygotothoseevents.

MosttimestherealwayssomeoneIcansendinmy

steadorjustarrivelateorsomethinglikethat.

Rememberthefirsttimewemet?”Alexreplied.

Him remindingmeofthatmomentbroughtback

thememoriesofthatcrazyscenewhichhastobe

thecraziestmomentofmylife.Reminiscingabout

thetimespentsinceImetthismanbeforeme,I

comparedthemanIhavealwaysseenandthis

gentleandamicablepersoninfrontofmeand

realizedmaybeheisnotsohatefulandIcouldhave

beenjudgementalabouthim andnotknowhim

much.
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“It'sgettingprettylateandAlfredisn'thereyet."

Alexsaidlookingatthetimewhichindicated8pm.

“Heprobablyisbusywithsomethingimportant."I

said.

“Naaa,Iknowthatoldmanandhe'sdefinitely

playingtricksonme."Hesaidhelplessly.

Hearinghim andseeinghishelplesslookmademy

faceswellasIburstintolaughter.Rightatthat

momentmydadwalkedin.

“Youfellowsarestillhere.WellI'm goingtobed

causeI'm verytired,enjoyyourselves."Mydadsaid

headingtohisroom.

TurningtoAlex,Igrabbedsomedrinksonthetable

beforeasking,“Wanttoseesomeoldpictureswhile

drinkingwithme?"

Gettinghisapproval,Ibroughtoutsomefamily

picturesandalbumsofeventsandothermemories.

Lookingatthepicturesbroughtroundsoflaughters

andjokeaswechattedanddranktillourfill.

Graduallytheconversationbecamesubtleandless

aswelosttrackoftimetillwebothpassedoutfrom

exhaustionandsleptofftogetheronthecouchwith

myheadrestingonAlex'sshoulders.

Alongtimelater,Alex'sphonerangoutinhis
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pocketwakinghim upandinforminghim ofAlfred's

arrival.Checkingthetimehediscovereditwas

almost12andfeelingtheweightonhisshoulders

hesawmeleaningonhim whilesleeping.

Notwantingtowakemeup,hecarefullylaidmeon

thecouchbeforecoveringmewithablanketnearby

andgentlyleavingthehouse.

ThefollowingweekIresumedworkasusualand

somethingInoticedwasworkstartedflowing

smoothlythanbeforeasAlexandIbecamecloser

andwouldcommunicatemoregradually.

SomethingInoticedwasthesubtlechangeinAlex

ashebecamelessfrivolousandlicentiousasthe

womenhekeepsaroundkeptgettingsmallerbythe

day.

Onethingthatwasquitefrustratingaboutbeing

closewithAlexwashisconstantcallforhelp.Like

onetimeafterahardday'sworkandhecalledlate

nightpleadingformypresencetohelpwithhis

mealhetriedmakingcausehismaidswerenot

aroundtohelp.

Timeflowedonasseveralweekspassedandithas

beenoverfourmonthssinceIstartedworkingfor

Alex.

“Thereleaseofthenewfashiondresshasboost



81

salesbyfifteenpercentinrecentweek.Finally,the

otherpartnersofthefirm havecalledupona

generalmeetingtobeheldtwoweeksfrom now."I

saidinmyreporttoAlex.

“Thosedamnedbastards,Iwonderwhattheyareup

tothistimearound.”Alexsaidwithablankface.

“Welltheywouldn'tjustcallupameetingallofa

suddenwithoutsomethingplanned.I'm sureDave

hassomethinginmindandhasprobablywonmore

peopleandpartnerstohissidealready.Youhaveto

becarefularoundhim."IinformedAlex.

“Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,theirschemes

arelikechild'splayandtheycan'tdoanythingtome.

Onethingtheyshouldknowbetteristrytoplay

pitifultricksonme.Beforeabsolutepower,alltricks

andschemesarenothing."Alexdeclared.

Hearinghim speaksoconfidentlymovedmeand

alsomademeabitafraidasIfearedwhatwould

happen.

“Heywaitup,Ialmostforgotaboutthis."JustasI

wantedtoturnback,Alexcalledouttome.

“Igotthisinvitationtoaweddingfrom afriend

indicatingaplusone.ApparentlyIdon'thave

anyoneelsetogowithsoIwaswonderingifyou

wouldgowithme."Heuttered.



82

“Areyousureit'salrighttogowithme?Iam nothing

comparedtothewomenofhighclassthatyou

know.”Isaid.

“Thatdoesn'tmatteratall.Itwouldbeweirdforme

togoaloneandIwouldn'tmindsomecompany."

Alexreplied.

SeeingthatIcoulddonothingtochangehismind,I

agreed.TellingBriellaabouttheinvitegother

ecstaticasmynewfashioninstructoroptedto

dressmeupfortheevent.

Adaytotheevent,Alexsentapackagetomy

addressandopeningthepackageitturnedoutto

beaverybeautifulandexpensivegownforthe

event.Briellacouldn'thelpbuttalkabouthow

enviousshewasandhowshewouldborrowthe

clotheforoutingsallnight.

Thedayoftheweddingfinallyarrivedandlike

always,mydarlingBriellaisoncemoreavailable

andtheretosaveme.Oncedownwiththedressing,

IthoughttomyselfhowextravagantIdressed

prettysureIwoulddefinitelyattractattentiononce

again.

ShortlyAlexcalledsayinghewaswaitingoutside.

Seeinghim waitingoutsiderightbesidehiscarleft

meinawewithhowgood-lookingheseemsto
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becomebythedayastheimageofhim bythecarin

asuitappearedlikeadrawingofadivinebeing

descendingonearth.

“Youmanagedtoevenoutshinethemoonandburn

hotterthanthesun.Youwillnodoubtstealthe

showfrom thebridedressedlikethis.”

Alexsaidafteralonglookatmemakingmeblush

allover.Wetookoffafterashortmeetingwithmy

dadandBriella

ThistimeitwasjustAlexandIinthevehicleandfor

thefirsttimeAlexwasdriving.Turnsouthewas

justalazymanwholikedothersdoingtheworkfor

him whileheenjoyshimself.

Thedrivetothevenuewasquitefunasweboth

discussedandchattedmakingitseem likeadrive

betweentwoclosefriendsratherthanabossand

hisemployee.

Alittlewhileafterwearrivedatthevenueandjust

asexpecteditwaselegantandthescaleincluding

thestyleofthebuildingandthepaparazziand

guestpresentleftmeshockeddespitehow

preparedIwas.

Gettingdownfrom thecarwithAlex'shelpgained

theattentionofthepaparazziandcrowdandwe

weresurroundedinnotime.
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Chapter13-TheArrival

Alex'sarrivalasapopularcelebritydidn'tgo

unnoticedbythecrowdandweweresurroundedby

camerasandlightfollowedbyquestions.

“Excuseme,canyoutellusyournamema'am?"

“MrAlexcanyouinform usaboutyourrelationship

statuswithmissVivian?"

“Shouldwetakeyourpresenceherewiththe

beautifulwomanhereasanendtoyour

engagementwithmissVivian?"

“Misscanyoutellusaboutyourrelationshipwith

MrAlex?”

“WhatexactlyhappenedbetweenyouandVivian?"

Multiplevoicesaskingquestionslappingoverone

anotherwasthrowntowardsAlexandI.Unwillingly

toanswerthequestionsaskedbythereporters,

Alexstruggledandforcedhiswaythroughthe

crowdwhilepullingmealongatthesametime.

“Suchtroublesomefellows,can'ttheyjustkeep

theirmouthsshutandkeeptothemselves?"He

utteredaftersuccessfullyleadingusintothe

building.

“I'm afraidthat'stheleastofourworries.Those
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reportersgotthesituationwrongandtheyare

probablygoingtostartarumourandaruse."I

complained.

“Iam sorryIgotyouintothismessI'llfixit.Iwanted

toavoidtheattentionandIdidn'tattendtothat."

Alexapologized.

Assuringmethatitwasallfineandtherewasno

problem andallwiththesettle,Ileftitatthebackof

mymindandfollowedhim tothehall.

Thewalktowardsthehallwasaweirdoneforboth

ofusasitistookallwehadtomaintaincomposure

from theconstantglaresandcommentswegot

from manyguestswhilewalking.

Enteringintothehall,alleyeswereonuswith

differentgazeofenvy,disdain,lust,praise,

friendlinessandthelikes.

MeetingwithsomeofAlex'saccomplice,several

thingswerediscussedandtheweddingbegannot

longafter.

SomethingsurprisingwasthatInoticedthebride

occasionallylookingatmydirectionforsome

reasonsandinherexpressionIcouldmakeouta

feelingofresentment,hostilityandjealousy.

“Seemslikeyoudrewtoomuchattractionandthe
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brideisnowjealousandmadatyou."Alexsaidwith

asoftlaugh.

“Andwhoistoblamethatthebridenowhatesme?"

Iwhisperedhelplesslynotknowingwhetherto

laughorcryatthesituationathand.

Watchingtheweddinggosmoothlywiththecouple

takingthevowsandthelikesfilledmewith

melancholy.

“HowIwishIcouldsomedaygetmarriedlikethis.It

wouldbethebestthingandmomentinmylifeto

fallinloveandmarried."

Thethoughtofmysicknessandimpedingdoom

broughtawaveofsadnessuponmemakingme

realizethefeelingofunaccomplishmentand

unfulfillmentdeepwithinasIthoughtofthingsIstill

haven'tdoneandwishtodo.

“Heyareyoualright,orareyoufeelingboredand

tiredbythewedding?"Alexaskedsensingthe

changeinmymood.

“Noit'sokay,nothingiswrong."Ianswered

composingmyselfnotwantingtoruinthemoodfor

usboth.

Theweddingprogressedsmoothlyandthecouples

soontooktheirvowsandofficiallybecamemarried.
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Aftersomeotherformalities,itwasturnforthe

coupletodance.Rightaftertheyweredonewith

that,theguestswerethenpermittedtotakeover

thedancefloor.

“Youwanttotrydancingwithme?We'vebeen

sittinghereforawhileanditwon'tbebadtodo

something,besidesitlooksfun."IaskedAlex

eagerlywantingtotryafterseeinghowmany

peoplewereonthefloordancing.

“Canyoudancethough?"Heaskedquitesurprised.

“NotsomuchthoughbutIknowsomesteps.

BesideshowhardcoulditbeandIalsohaveyou

heretoteachmeright."Irepliedrushingofftothe

floorthistimedragginghim withmebythehand.

Gentlywedancedtakingsoftandslowstepswhile

holdinghandsclosetoeachotherwithmyarm on

hisshoulderandhisotherhandonmywaist.Itwas

atthatmomentIfelthowthickandmuscularhis

bodyactuallywas.

Beingsoclosetohim mademegetasniffofhis

body'smanlyfragranceanditwasquiteintoxicating.

LookingathisfaceInoticedhispitchblackeyes

whichseemedlikeblackholesmakingmefeellikeI

wasgettingsuckedinandlostinthem.Theperfect

shapeandcontourofhisface,noseandlipsmade
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meacknowledgethathewasperfectlysculptedand

mouldedbyGod.

Graduallywithoutmybeingawareofmymovement,

IleanedclosertoAlexforakiss.Asifalso

enthralledbymeatthesametime,healsoleans

backforakiss.

Justbeforeourlipscouldconnect,mysenses

returnedmakingmepullbackinaninstant.

“I'm sorryaboutthat,Idon'tknowwhatcameover

meanditshouldn'thavehappened."Isaidsome

stepsawayfrom him lookingdownshylyand

embarrassedatwhatIdid.

“It'salrightyoudon'thavetofeelbadforit.I'm

prettyatfaulttoo.

“Idon'tthinkIwanttowaitlongerhere,canweget

goingalreadyIhavetogetsomesuddenandurgent

thingstoattendto."Isaidwantingtojumpintoa

holefrom theembarrassmentandfindingawayto

escapefrom it.

“Alrightifthat'swhatyouwantandit'sfinebyyou."

Heagreed.

Followinghim intothecarashedroveoffwasquiet

comparedtotheothertimeasIkeptscreaming

inwardly‘whywouldyoudothatandhe'sengaged



89

too'.

DroppingoffatthefrontofmyhomeIrushedin

aftersayinggoodbyeasIcouldn'tbeartofacehim

evenwiththelongweirddrive.

Thefollowingday,acallfrom mybestfriendwoke

meuptellingmetocheckwhat'sontheinternet.

Checkingmyphone,Idiscoveredthatpicturesof

AlexandIfrom theeventyesterdaywastrending

andgoingviralwithpeopleaskingwhothe

mysteriousladywasandsomeotherremarksand

heading.

AsexpectedwhatIwantedtopreventfrom

happeningeventuallyhappened.

***

Inahotelroom,Daveandthemanagercouldbe

seentalkingtogetherassheshowedhim some

articleontheissue.

“Ohgreat,thisisjustperfect.BothGodandluck

seem tobeonmysidethistimeandIhavefinally

gottheperfectwaytoruinyourreputation."

“Sendthistosomemediahousesandchannelsand

discloseinformationonbothofthem andcookup

somestorieslikesomesecretaffairsbetweenthe

twothatwillbesuretohavetheworldriledup."
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Davesaidtothemanager.

Settlingthe‘business'betweenthem,shetook

thefileandsomeotherbelongingsbefore

headingout.

***

Justasthatwashappening.Somewherefar

away,anextremelybeautifulladywithgreat

andunmatchedsexappealradiatingtheaura

ofasuccubuswiththickskinandcurvesin

perfectsizescanbeseenatapoolsidelying

comfortablyandrelaxedwhensuddenlyaman

cameinpresentlyatabtoher.

Takingthetabandcheckingthroughthe

contents,afrowngraduallyformedonherface

asshekeptstrollingthroughthecomments

beforeordering.

“Preparemyluggageandeverythingelse,we

areheadingouttodayandgoingbackto

Beligan."
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Chapter14-Shutdown

Severaldayswentbyandtherumoursseemedto

growevenmorewithvariousfalsenewsand

theoriesbecomingascandal.

ThedayfollowingthepressreleaseofAlexandI,

newsspreadfrom anunknownsourceindicating

Alexwasinasecretaffairwithhisassistantand

wasunfaithfultohisfiancée.

Followingthatcamethepublicationofprivate

informationaboutmyselfandseveralpicturesof

bothAlexandIas‘proofoftherelationship'

betweenus.

Asaresultofthiscontroversialrumourandscandal,

severalcriticism andcondemnationfrom fansand

supportersofAlexandhispopularcelebrityfiancée,

Vivan.Withinsultshurledatmeoccasionally.

“Althoughtheyaren'twrongabouttheunfaithful

part,theyshouldn'thaveincludedmeinitandI'm

innocent."Isaidinmymindreadingthecomments

andpostsofpeopleontheinternet.

Seeingenoughoftheharshandhatefulcomments

from people,Igotupandpreparedforworkeven

thoughIwasn'twillingtoandfearedwhatcould

happenfrom theupheaval.
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***

Nottoofaraway,inanairport,apeerlesslybeautiful

ladywasmakingherwaydowngentlyfrom a

privateplane.

Disembarkingfrom theplanesheheadedtowardsa

blackRollsRoyce.

“Gooddayma'am,towhatdestination?”Questioned

thechaffeur.

“ToAlex'sofficerightaway."Shesaidwithan

enchantingandseductivevoice.

***

AtthesametimeinAlex'smansion,Iwasmaking

reportstohim likealwaysandthereseemedtobea

darkexpressiononAlex'sfacemakingmesolem.

“Asaresultoftherumourandscandal,salesofall

thecompany'sproductshavetakenquitetheblow

anddroppeddrastically.Lastly,themeetingcalled

forhappenslatertoday."Isaid.

“Thosebastards...I'm prettysurethatshrewed

pimphasanhandinthis.IguessIhavebeentoo

lenientandsoftmakingthatnincompoopbrave

withhisacts.Let'sgo,it'stimeItakehim downa

notch."UtteredAlex

ForareasonIcouldfeelthetemperatureinthe
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room dropdrasticallyaswellasthecoldnessand

chillinhiswordsthemorehespoke.

Gettingtotheofficeamessengerwasalready

waitingforAlexjustasheenteredthebuilding.

“Gooddaysir,themadam returnedtodayandis

waitingforyouinyourofficealthoughwetriedto

holdherback."Shesaid.

“She'sback?Ohgreat,justanothertroublewaiting."

ComplainedAlexbeforeturningtome,“Listen,you

rememberthetimeIsaidIdidn'twantyouspilling

anythingoryoumightgetintotrouble?Thetrouble

isherealreadyandIneedyoutostaycalm and

silentaspossible."

Unabletocomprehendwhatwasbeingdiscussed

andfeelinglost,Icouldonlyfollowhim intohis

office.

Enteringtheoffice,aladycouldbeseenbehindthe

deskwithherbackturnedtowardsusasshefaced

thewall.

“Youcouldhavetoldmeyouwerecoming

beforehand."Alexsaidtothewoman.

“Thenlosetheelementofsurprise?Thatwouldbe

nofunbesidesweareengagedalreadyIdon'tsee

thereasonwhyIhavetoinform myhusbandbefore



94

Icancomeseehim."Repliedtheladywitha

charmingvoiceenoughtoevokeone'sdesireand

lustassheturnedtorevealaheavendefyingbeauty

thatputseveryotherwomentoshamebefore

walkinguptoAlexandhugginghim whileplantinga

kissonhislips.

“Don'tyoumissmelikeImissedyouoryouare

madatmebabe?"Sheaskedwhilebreakingoffthe

kiss.

“Whyshouldn'tIbe?Showingupunannouncedlike

thatandwiththisannoyingrumouranddefamation

spreadingarounddamagingmyreputationis

pissing."AnsweredAlexwalkingawayfrom herto

hisseat.

WiththatIfinallyconfirmedmysuspicion,thelady

righthereisnoneotherthefamouscelebrityand

Alexander'sfiancée,Vivian.

Justatthatmoment,thegazeofVivianlandedon

mewhilewalkingtowardsme.

“Iseethatyouaretheladybeingspokenabout

recently.Althoughyoulookquiteprettyabove

average,it'sstillsillytothinkthey'dcompareand

matchacommonlowbornplebianlikeyourselfwith

myman.”Shesaidwithclearhostility.

“Youarewaybelowmymanandhewillneverhave
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anyinterestinyou-"

“That'senoughfrom youVivianandIwon'tpermit

yournonsense.”YelledAlexcuttingheroff.

Turningtohim,shecontinued,“Youdon'thavetobe

soserious,Iwasonlyjoking.Butdon'tyouthinkshe

shouldbefired?"

Sayingthisshegotacoldglarefrom Alex

intimidatingherandmakinghertakeastepback.

Regaininghercomposure,shewalkedtoAlex

beforetakingaseatonthedeskandstrokinghis

face.

“Youdon'thavetobesomadatthis.Whydon'tyou

leavethemeetingtomeandletmehandleit,ifyou

gothiswayI'm afraidyouwillloseyourcalm and

endupbashingthem."Shesaidinasoothingvoice.

ButbeforeAlexcouldsayanything,shewasalready

approachingthedoor.Asshewalkedpassedme,

shesaid,“Followme,I'llneedyourhelp."

Arrivinginthemeetingroom,Inoticedthat

everyoneinthelastmeetingroom waspresentthis

timealsoandtheappearanceofVivianbrought

surprisetotheirfaces.Ignoringtheshockontheir

faces,shewalkedtothemainseatwithmeintow.

Recoveringhershock,thehostileladywhoresented
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andopposedAlexfrom thelastmeetingsaid,“Is

Alexsoscaredandcowardlythathecan'teven

makeanappearanceinpersonandhastosendhis

womantotakehisplace?"

“Youseem toforgetwhoIam tothiscompanyand

thatIam Alex'sfiancéemeaningIcanrepresent

him.Ordidtherejectionaffectyouthatmuchthat

yourmemoryhasbecomefaulty?"Vivianstated

instantlymakingthingsclear.

“Shedefinitelydidn'tmeanitthatway.Shewasjust

surprisedatyourreturnasnoneofuswere

expectingthat."Daveinterjected.

“Thensheshouldhavekeptquiet.Anywayslet's

moveontothereasonforthemeeting,Ihavemore

importantthingstotendto."Shesaidnotbothering

aboutthepeoplenotthemeeting.

“Thenlet'snotwasteanymoretime.InitiallyI

wantedtoannouncethatinform everyonethatMr

JonesandMrWilliam haveagreedtoselland

transfertheirholdinginthefirm tome."

“Unfortunately,thescandalstartedrightbeforethen

andasweallnoticed,ithasaffectedsalesquitea

lotsoIproposeinordertopreventfurtherdamage

tothebusiness,thatAlexsellsapercentofhis

holdingandownershipasthefirststeptothe
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solutionandIwillhandleitfrom there"Dave

narrated.

Thisbroughtaboutanuproarastheremaining

partnersbegantowhisperandshareopinionsand

otherexpressions.

Afterashortwhile,Vivianreplied,“aboutMrJones

andWilliam,that'sgoodenoughandforyou.

Concerningtheotherone,haveyouworkedand

schemedsomuchyou'vegonesenileMrDave?'

“Youseem tonotrealizethatasinglepostofa

pictureofAlexandIisenoughtoquelltherumours.

TothinkIexpectedmorefrom youandthisisthe

bestyouhadtooffer,quitedisappointing."Shesaid.

“ifthat'sallIwillbetakingmyleaveandIassure

youthatthiswillberesolvedsoon."Viviansaid

withoutwaitingaminutemore.

Justlikethatameetingthatshouldhaveheldfor

hoursendedinminutesaseveryonewalkedout.

“Thatdamnedbitch,Ididn'texpecthertoreturnso

soon.IwashopingIwouldhavebeenabletoforce

him toasalebeforeshe'dreturn."Daveletouthis

frustrationafterhewasleftaloneintheroom.
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Chapter15-Alex'sFamily

“See,Ididagoodjobdidn'tI?Youshouldhaveseen

hisfacetheentiretime.ItoldyouthatIwillalways

betheretosupportyouwheneverandwherever."

ViviansaidhoppingonAlexgettingtohisoffice

afternarratingallthattranspiredintheoffice.

“Butthatwassounusualofyoualsoconsidering

yoursmartsandintelligence,somethingsopathetic

shouldn'thavethrownyouoffandshouldhavebeen

easilyresolvedbyyouoryourcompassionforthe

girlcloudedyourmind?"Sheasked.

ButbeforeAlexcouldreply,hisphonerangout

makinghisfacechangedbeforepickingitup.

Seizingtheopportunity,Vivianwhowasseatedin

frontofAlexturnedtogivemeaglarefullof

undisguisedhatredandafaintsenseofkilling

intentrevealingherintensedislikeforme.

Hangingupthecall,thelookonAlex'sfacewas

enoughtotellthatthecallwasn'tsofriendly.

“Judgingbythelookonyourface,youprobably

receivedacallfrom them."SaidVivian

“Theyheardaboutthegossipandnowmyfamily

calledforameetingalsocausemyoldman's

weddinganniversaryiscomingup."Alexsaid.
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“Thenwehavetogothen,it'sbeensolongsinceI

metwiththem.Moreover,wecanspendthistimeto

makeupforlosttimebutfirstwehavetosolvethe

problem athand."SherepliedbeforepullingAlex

alongastheylefttheplace.

RightbeforefollowingbehindVivian,Alexsaidto

me,“Youshouldalsoprepareyouarecomingalong

andwewillbeleavinginfewdaystime,Iwillinform

youmorelater."

Justlikethattheproblem plaguingAlexandIwas

easilyresolvedandeverythingreturnedtonormal

afterapublicationfrom Viviandebunkingthe

rumoursandseveralpicturesalongsidepublic

appearanceswithAlex.

MakingmyresearchonbothAlexandVivian,I

realizedthatIknewlittleaboutthem asidestheir

popularandwell-knownfronttothepublicandthat

theywerefrom wealthyfamilies.

Idiscoveredthatnotonlyweretheirfamilies

wealthy,butwerealsotwoofthemostinfluential

familiesinthecountry.

Alexwasfrom theArcherfamilyownerofthe

Targetindustrieswhichwasthebiggest

powerhouseandcouldbeconsideredtheoverlord

oftheindustrialandconstructionsectorofthe
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economyandintheentirenation.

WhileVivianwastheDaughterofCaidenBlack,a

manwellknownforhisachievementsinthe

medicalsectorandownsoneofthebiggest

hospitalinthenationandworldatlargewithseveral

dealingsinthetechnologicalsector.

LearningaboutAlex'sbackgroundgotmeworried

andbotheredaboutthetripovertohisfamily

seeinghisreactionfrom thecallwiththe.

“He'smostlikelyonbadtermswiththem.Iwonder

whathappenedbetweenhim andhisfamily."I

thought.

Severaldayspassedbyanditwastimeforthetrip.

LeavingBriellaincareofmydad,IfollowedAlfred

totheAirportasAlex'sfamilylivedoutsideBeligan

butratherinthecapitalstateofthecountry.

“Istilldon'tunderstandwhyshehastocomealong

withus,it'ssupposedtobeatripforbothofus."

SaidthedevilishlybeautifulandseductiveVivian

whowasdressedinatightgownthataccentuated

herenormousboobsthatseemedwouldburstout

atanymomentandplumpass.

“Myfamilywouldn'tmissanychancetoorganisea

dinneralsoforbusinesssakeandthatalsoserves

asanopportunityformetoexplore."AnsweredAlex
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flatly.

Boardingintotheprivateplane,thethreeofustook

offandflewintotheskies.Enjoyingthefeelingof

flyingintheskiesforthefirsttime,Ilookoutthe

windowanddownbelowwithcuriousity.

Alongtimeafter,theplanelandedandwe

disembarkedandInoticedanescortwasalready

therewaitingforus.

“Thereissomuchcomfortlivingthewealthylife."I

thought.

SeatingatthepassengerseatwithAlexandVivian

behind,thechaffeurdroveoffintothedistance.A

whilelatter,wearrivedatacastlelikebuildingwith

thepremisessowideIcouldgetafullviewofit.

Lookinground,Inoticedtheheavypresenceof

gardenplantsforaestheticsanddecorationwith

severalstatuesandsculpturesaround.

Alightingandgettingacloserlook,Irealizedthat

thecastlelikebuildingwaswaybiggerthan

expected.

Beingledmysomemaidsintothehouseandhuge

livingspace,wewerewelcomedbyamanwho

quitesimilartoAlexandawomanwhobothexuded

agracefulpresence.



102

“Finallyyouhavearrived,we'vebeenwaitingforyou

forsolong.Vivianit'snicetoseeyouagainand

Alexyouseem tohavegrownmoreandkeep

gettingmorecharming."Saidtheladywhodespite

heragelookedradiantandbeautiful.

“Myson,Vivianit'sgoodtohaveyouback."Saidthe

man

“It'sniceseeingyouagainMrRichardandMrs

Chloe."RepliedVivian.

Facedbythewarm welcomefrom hisparents,Alex

seemedunfazedanddidn'tbothertorespondtothe

greeting.

Rightthen,adoorfrom theothersideoftheroom

revealingapairofmanandwomanbothlooking

peerlesslyhandsomeandbeautifulintheirownway

asmanywouldn'tevenbeabletocomparewith

them.

“Andwhodowehavehere,ifitisn'ttheprodigalson

anditseemshehasreturnedwithawarm

welcome."Saidthegood-lookingmanalthough

lookingabitrough,haggardandwasted.

“Bryanyoushouldn'tbesayingthatafterallhe'syour

brother."Theladybesidehim said

“Shutupyoubitch.Idon'tremembereveraskingfor
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youropinioninthis."Ragedthemanatthelady.

Hearingthemanyellattheladywhoseem tobehis

spousefrightenedmeasheappearedlikeabeast

inhisrage.

“StopthatBryan,youarescaringGabriellaandour

guests."CautionedMrsChloe.

“Ahh..BrotherandMissVivian,pardonmyoutburst

andinsolence.IapologizeifImighthave

embarrassedmyselfandappearedasasavage

afterallyourpresenceinthisfamilyhastobemy

brother'sbiggestblessing."HesaidtoVivian.

Surprisedattheverbalattackfrom Alex'sbrotherI

wonderedthereasonfortherivalry.

BeingignoredbyVivianjustlikeAlexasifhewas

justgarbagemadeBryanseethewithangerashe

turnedtome.

“Ifitisn'tthefamous‘assistant'ofmydearbrother.

Iwonderwhyyouhaveyourmistresswithyou

here."Hesaid.

RightafterhesaidthatAlexragewaskindledashe

lookedathim fiercelyandsaid,“Anotherwordfrom

youandnotonlywillIripoutyourtonguebutyou

willalsolosesometeethaswell.Youcantry

provokingmeifyoudoubtmywords."
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Surprisingly,Alexwordsmanagedtoquelland

intimidateBryan.Realizinghowhewassuppressed

bywordsfrom Alexalsomadehim burnwithanger.

Butbeforehecouldretaliate,anotherpersonmade

hiswayintotheroom from themainentrancewe

followedhim revealingaprettyfacethatwould

swayanywoman'sheart.

“Whatsortofweirdfamilyisthis,whyisthereso

manyappealingbeautiesandhandsomemen

here?"Iscreamedinwardly.

“What'stheissueandwithallthenoiseIcouldhere

youfrom faraway."Saidthemanbeforelooking

roundandnoticingAlex.

“Brother,youarehere.Iwastotallynotexpectingto

seeyouthinkingyoucutyourfamilyoff."Hesaid.

“HeyNate,what'sgood?"SurprisinglyAlexspoke

warmlytothisperson.

Seemslikethiswastheonlypersonheseemedto

nothaveissueswithinthefamily.
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Andthatconcludesthefirsteditionof“MyBossIs

ALecher/BillionaireAssistant."Forsponsorship

andsupportkindlycontactat;

Instagram:reallucian3

Facebook:Lucian(Facebookpage)

Twitter:lordlucian3


