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CHAPTER ONE

M ilky, starry uex podlnhph iBtn tKp air arneBh 
writt ’irkgnnhms taBBph lpfs as sKp Pahp Kpr gay 

tKrnefK tKp .allng Dplhs tn TrnPispc vaBhplinBsc -Kpir 
rint n. parly Anlnr Bng .ahph, likp pbprytKiBf plsp iB tKp 
latpSOefest Kpat, gprp riddph iBtn .patKpry BntKiBfBpss Ly 
Kpr galkc  

jKp allngph Kprspl. a PnPpBt n. spl.SiBhelfpBt 
PplaBAKnly .nr tKp upptiBf Baterp n. all li.pc O.tpr all, sKp 
gas bisitiBf a ApPptpryc H. snrtsc 

—airhms last drn‘pAtc Wis Pnst aPLitinesc O dlaBBph 
AnPPeBityCgKat dpndlp Bng hprisibply Aallph RtKp 
drn‘pAtsmSS Leilt iB tKp LlifKtph strppts gKprp dlygnnh 
giBhngs Kah lnnkph net nBtn farLafpSstrpgB asdKaltc 
O .rpsK start, rpBpgal iB pbpry spBsp n. tKp gnrhc 
InrlhSrpBngBph hpsifBprs aBh Leilhprs, a .nerSypar 
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tiPpliBpc NKalky gKitp KifK risps hpDaBtly tall aBh straifKt 
aPih tKp gpphy AKans n. tKp AraAklp aBh statiA Lplng tKpir 
plpfaBt sKnelhprsc wlnAky potprinrs, sPnntK as a sKppt n. 
ArpaP dneriBf .rnP snPp Aplpstial ditAKpr KifK aLnbpc 
—nBf Barrng giBhngs tKat lpt iB Llahps n. lifKt Let kpdt 
net Kpatc NnPPeBity sdaAps pbpry .pg unnrsc -KnefKt.el 
littlp hptailsCliBnlpeP unnrs LpAaesp it Pahp AlpaBiBf 
ed a sBad, saPp gitK gasKphS ApPpBt gallsc weiltSiB 
addliaBAps iB tKp kitAKpB, aAAnrhinB hnnrs nB Alnsptsc 
-Knsp saPp hptails rpdnrtprs .nAesph nB iB AritiAal artiAlps 
latpr, as TrnPisp startph tn .all adartc

…wretalisPCitms seAK a PisBnPpr .nr tKp fnals n. tKp 
PnbpPpBtcE —airh traAph writtms ‘ag gitK a lnBf, Barrng 
DBfpr as Kp sdnkpc …TeLliA aAApss, hpPnAraAyc “n Pnrp 
lnAkph fatps gitK .eAkSyne AerliAeps hriddiBf gitK tKp 
Llnnh n. tKp gnrkiBf PaBcE 

writt sPilph at Kpr sehhpBly Maroist KesLaBh, aBh 
taddph Kis Nartipr gatAK gitK a PaBiAerph Bailc 

…2 AaB spp ynemrp a rpal .aB n. tKp AnPPnB PaB, siBAp 
yne eBhprstaBh Kis dlifKt sn gpll,E sKp laefKphc 

Wp Kah LppB lpaBiBf nbpr tKp phfp n. tKp nlibp tgpph 
AneAK iB tKpir AnBbprsatinB dit aBh Kp sgeBf a lpf nbpr 
nBtn tKp AesKinBs aBh laeBAKph KiPspl. Kal. nBtn Kpr, 
tiAkliBf Kpr eBtil sKp sJepalphc OBh tKpB kissiBf, aBh 
tneAKiBf_
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IitK pxnrt, writt terBph Kpr PiBh agay .rnP tKnsp 
spdiaStnBph PpPnripsc -Kat gas sio ypars afn, alPnst tn 
tKp hayc 

jKp aBh —airh Kah LppB iB a gnBhpr.el AplpLratnry 
Pnnh a.tpr tKp plaLnratp riLLnBSAettiBf AprpPnBy .nr 
TrnPispc NKaPdafBp, podpBsibp AKnAnlatp, a sne7p tKat 
Kah nBly .allpB a tiBy Lit a.tpr sKp tnnk it net n. tKp nbpBc 
“at ’iBf Nnlp nB tKp KiSD aBh haBAiBf arneBh tKp libiBf 
rnnP, ‘est a littlp hreBkc

…O Bpg KndpY O Bpg pra .nr ner gnBhpr.el AityY 
OBntKpr Lpaeti.el hay iB TrnPispYE tKp Paynr poAlaiPphc 
Het n. tKp AnrBpr n. Kpr pyp writt sag tKp dribatp spAerity 
.nrAp hraffiBf a sArexy drntpstpr agay, aBh a AKill n. 
dnrtpBt raB nbpr Kpr sKnelhprsc 2. nBly sKpmh listpBph tn 
tKat, sdnkpB edc wet gKat Anelh sKp Kabp saihz “ntKiBf 
Anelh Kabp stnddph —airh iB derseiBf Kis hrpaP, Kis 
PafBeP ndesc

OBh Kis AnFBc MayLpc wet hpDBitply tKp last dlaAp sKpmh 
sppB KiPCnr aBynBp Kahc 

writt .nrfph aKpah tKrnefK tKp tePLlph, LerBphSnet 
tngprs, Bng a Aerhlph Pilk Anlnr strpakph gitK .ahph 
fraFtic O LraAp n. AKilhrpB raB dast Kpr, sKripkiBf aBh 
laefKiBf, AKasiBf a PaBfy Pett nBtn tKp darklaBhs 
LpynBh tKp drn‘pAtsc 



NWOG—22 vOG—2“”5

jKp startlph, sKakpB net n. Kpr rpbpripc IKat gas sKp 
pbpB hniBf Kprpz NletAKiBf Kpr dnAkptLnnk tn Kpr sihp, 
sKp sPnntKph Kpr KaBhs nbpr Kpr Arisd littlp hay hrpss aBh 
rpupoibply tneAKph tKp AKeLLy fnlh Kpart nB a AKaiB tKat 
Kah LppB —airhms last fi.t tn Kprc 

V ypars a.tpr Kp hisaddparph iBtn tKpsp drn‘pAt tngprs, 
iBtn TrnPisp, writt gas Kprp tn say fnnhLypc 

…-Kis is Jeitp DBal, Py hparc 0ne gill pxpAtibply Lp a 
gihng,E tKp stprB Alprk fa6ph nbpr Kis Kal.Sflassps gitK 
dersph lids at writtc jKpmh gnrB Kpr AplprySfrppB NKaBpl 
seit aBh Baby 1prrafaPn dePds aBh Kah Kpr Kair gasKph 
aBh spt .nr tKp nAAasinBc -ydiAally, sKp gnrp PiBiSskirts 
aBh gKitp kBppSKifK Lnnts aBh .rnstph lidstiAk nr pbpB 
‘paBs aBh a Lattprph sgpatsKirt .rnP —airhms alPa Patpr, 
Warbarh, i. sKp gprp ‘est dettpriBf arneBh tKp Knesp aBh 
farhpBc wet tnhay sKp Kah tn lnnk Kpr Lpstc -Kp LnnkpBh 
tn Kpr gphhiBfc 

WabiBf —airh hpAlarph hpah lpfallyc jKp Lit Kpr lid tn 
stnd a Lerst n. sKard, daiBph laefKtpr .rnP psAadiBfc jKp 
Bnhhph aBh tKp Alprk staPdph tKp dadpr, tKp sneBh uat 
aBh DBal iB tKp .ef n. tKp rplpBtlpssly Lpifp fnbprBPpBt 
nFApsc

…Orp yne serpzE IpBhy, Kpr nlhpr sistpr, askph, tKat saPp 
gppkc jKp stirrph Kpr PartiBi gitK a DBfpr aBh tKpB liAkph 
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it, fibiBf writt a raisphSpypLrng lnnkc …Wng hih yne fpt 
-Kp MeBstprs tn addrnbpzE 

writt laefKph lifKtlyc …—airhms darpBts, yne PpaBz 2t gas 
tKpir ihpac -Kpy likp Pp gpll pBnefK Let 2 tKiBk tKp straiB 
n. haBAiBf arneBh tKp tndiA at pbpry .aPily Knlihay DBally 
gnrp tKpP netc Ip gnelh LntK likp tn Kabp a spBsp n. aB 
pBhiBfc 3bpB i. tKat pBhiBf is Bnt at all gKat gp KndphcE 
Wpr bniAp .altprph nB tKp last gnrhc 

IpBhy dnerph writt a .rpsK stix PartiBi aBh flihph nbpr 
tn tKp KiSD tn det a Bpg rpAnrh nB tKp staAk, gKiAK gas 
giBhiBf hngBc 

…1ar Lp it .rnP Pp tn ‘ehfp, yne kBng 2 ‘est gaBt yne 
tn Lp Kaddyc 0nembp LppB iB gihngms gpphs .nr aLnet Dbp 
ypars tnn lnBf .nr Py tastpcE 

…IpBhy_E writt sifKphc …Wp gas Py KesLaBhc 2tms Bnt 
poaAtly tKp hnBp tKiBf tn raAp net tn a 81I Piopr 4H 
PiBetps a.tpr nBpms KesLaBh hisaddparscE 

…0ne kBng bpry gpll gKat 2mP talkiBf aLnetc 2tms LppB 
Jeitp pBnefK tiPp tn PnerB KiPc 0nemrp yneBfc 2 gaBt 
BpdKpgs aBh BipAps, spbpral n. paAKcE IpBhy sPilph nbpr 
Kpr AnAktailc 

…Ipmrp Jeitp a gays nx tKat dartiAelar fnalc —pt Pp fpt 
tKrnefK tKp dadprgnrk .rnP Py Drst KesLaBh Lp.nrp yne 
start DoiBf Pp ed, dlpasp,E writt saih Arisdlyc 
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-Kat Bpot gppk gas a Llerc Iabps n. KePih Kpat Pahp 
Kpr AnttnB hrpssps AliBf tn Kpr lpfs aBh sKp gpBt gitKnet 
stnAkiBfs, riskiBf tKp flarps n. tKp nlhpr gnPpB at tKp 
Parkptc -Kp seB sppPph tn Pplt .rnP tKp sky, as i. tKp 
KpabpBs tKpPsplbps gprp agarp n. gKat sKp gas aLnet tn 
hnc jpbpr tKp last liBkc Mnbp nBc

—airh gas tKp Drpuy n. LrifKt LlnnhSnraBfp uaPp 
haBAiBf iB tKp air at tKp pBh n. Kis Aifarpttp, as Kp skptAKph 
tKp netliBp n. Kis fraBh dlaB tn Kprc Wp gas tKp .ppliBf 
n. a hagB sgiP at Kis .aPily Anttafp iB MaiBp iB AKilly 
gatpr, kBngiBf a garP tngpl gaitph at tKp pBhc Wp gas 
tKp hpliAines spBsatinB n. lyiBf iB a sgirl n. rePdlph sKppts, 
lpfs taBflph, Lnhips lifKtly Anatph gitK sgpat, LrpatK 
syBAph iB aB aBAipBt Pptpr a.tpr AnBBpAtiBf nB pbpry lpbplc

Giddlps n. flassy garPtK gneBh nx tKp asdKalt, 
sKiPPpriBf iB tKp latp a.tprBnnB airc -Kp seB streAk a 
tKnesaBh dniBts n. lifKt nx tKp LrnkpB flass pbprygKprp 
iB tKp Anertyarhc IKprp nBAp a triP littlp lagB aBh .ner 
gKitpSdaiBtph irnB LpBAKps Kah sat sJearp tn a .neBtaiB, 
nBly sAattprph LriAks rpPaiBphc -Kp laAk n. trpps PpaBt Bn 
Lrpp6p, Bn sKahp, BntKiBf frppB .nr Pilpsc 

-Kp dadpr dlaBs .nr TrnPisp Kah sKngph dastpl gasKps 
n. rneBhph LeilhiBfs PpltiBf iBtn sn.t AKarAnal darkiBf 
lnts, hnttph gitK hpAnratibp laBhsAadiBf Kprp aBh tKprp, 
a AKeLLy, iB.aBtilp seB LpaPiBf hngB nB tKp .aAplpss 
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Llers tKat rpdrpspBtph tKp dpndlp Kaddily PilliBf arneBh 
TrnPispc O .pg sadliBfs tKat gnelh, iB tiPp, frng tn tKp 
lpa.y AaBndy seLerLaBitps sn trpaserphc

-Kp rpality_writt sKnnk Kpr Kpahc  TrnPisp ndpBph iB 
JKIVc 2t Kah LppB AnPdlptph nBly a PnBtK nr tgn Lp.nrp 
tKp rintsc -Kp rints tKat LerBph hngB Kal. tKp Aity aBh 
hpstrnyph alPnst all n. its 3ast sihpc 3Pdtiph net TrnPisp, 
lp.t a sPnkiBf Kelk n. —airhms hrpaPsc

-Kprp gas Bn Pnrp PnBpy tn rpdair aBh rpLeilhCtKp 
Leilhprs Kah LppB AettiBf AnrBprs tKrnefKnet tKp drn‘pAt, 
fra.t aBh AnrredtinB gprp raPdaBtc TrnPisp gas lp.t tn fn 
tn spph, gKiAK it hih gitK alarPiBf sdpphc “ng it gas a 
KaeBtph grpAk, a PnBePpBt tn .nlly aBh nbprrpaAKc 

jKp sKahph Kpr pyps aBh stpddph iBtn tKp .nypr n. -ngpr 
O, tKp nBly tngpr gitK aBy iBtaAt unnrs aBh eBits, tn 
psAadp tKp rplpBtlpss seB .nr a PnPpBtc O histiBAt AreBAK 
n. .nntstpds nB flass Pahp Kpr .rpp6pc writt gas sn lnst iB 
tKnefKt as sKp Pahp Kpr snrrng.el dilfriPafp tKrnefK tKp 
grpAkafp n. TrnPisp sKp KahBmt BntiAph tKp PaB stpd net 
n. tKp sKahngs BparLyc -nn BparLyc

-ngpr O Pay Kabp LppB a LerBphSnet AarAass aBh tKp 
pBtirp drn‘pAt aLaBhnBph, Let it gas Ly Bn PpaBs sa.p .nr 
a siBflp gnPaB at heskCiB tKis dart n. tKp Aityc Wpr Kpart 
Lpat .astpr aBh Kpr tKrnat AnBstriAtphc 
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2Btn a sKa.t n. fnlhpB lifKt stpddph a PaBc O Lpaeti.el 
PaBc -all, Barrng, plpfaBt, stylisKc Wp gnrp a lifKtgpifKt 
trndiAal gnnl seit sn lifKt writt sesdpAtph sKp Anelh 
ArePdlp it ed aBh det it iB Kpr dnAkptc 

IKiAK gnelh iBbnlbp takiBf it nxc jKp sgallngph 
at tKp traitnrnes tKnefKt tKat rnsp as sKp lnAkph pyps 
gitK tKp PaBc Wis Aerly hark Kair aBh dpatSPnss pyps 
AnPdlpPpBtph Kis wlaAkS2risK skiB, .rpAklph Kprp aBh tKprp 
gitK alPnstSAKarAnal sdntsc 1ell lids tKat sKp gnelh likp tn 
kissc Mnrp tKaB kissc vpbnerc NlaiP gitK Kpr ngB aBh Lp 
AlaiPph eBtil harkBpss hradph nbpr tKpP likp a bplbpt Alnak 
aBh tKpy .neBh nLlibinB tnfptKprc

writt dellph Kprspl. edrifKtc IKat gas KaddpBiBfz jKp 
gas nB a AnPPpPnratibp trid tn say fnnhLyp tn Kpr latp 
KesLaBhc Wpr drnLaLly latp KesLaBhc —atp iB a lpfal spBspc 
OBh iB a draAtiAal spBspc Wp gas fnBp .nr fnnhc

…”pt aKnlh n. ynerspl., firl,E sKp tKnefKtc Wpr PiBh 
sppPph tn gKirl aBh stnd afaiB aBh afaiB likp a gasKiBf 
PaAKiBp gitK a lnah n. laeBhryc 

…Wplln,E tKp PaB sPilph, a uasK n. gKitp iB Kis 
fnrfpneslyS.nrPph .aApc vark pypLrngs aBh a sJearp ‘ag 
fabp KiP a slifKtly rnefKBpAk aera, as i. Kp Anelh sgiBf 
.rnP a hngBtngB LnarhrnnP tn a hnAksihp as pasily as_ 
lifKtiBf a Aifarpttp, gKiAK sKp sag Kp gas hniBf rifKt tKpBc
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Wp det aBntKpr Aifarpttp iB Kis PnetK aBh lit tKpP 
LntKc jKp stpddph .nrgarh alPnst iB a traBApc -Kp seB 
uaPph alnBf tKp phfps n. tKp LrnkpB galls aBh liPBph tKp 
PaBms Lnhy, fibiBf KiP aB ntKprgnrlhly flngc jKp tnnk tKp 
nxprph Aifarpttp gnrhlpsslyc -iPp sppPph tn stnd aBh terB 
nB its aois arneBh tKpPc 

—air Kah askph writt net spbpral tiPps Lp.nrp sKp saih ypsc 
jKp gasKph net Kpr stnAkiBfs pbpry siBflp BifKt iB Kpr siBk 
gitK sdpAial snadc writt allngph Kprspl. poaAtly nBp flass n. 
giBp a BifKt gKilp sKp irnBph Kpr Llnesps .nr tKp gppk, 
nr Aliddph AnednBs at Kpr tihy littlp kitAKpB taLlpc IKn 
gas tKis gilh KarrihaB tKat gaBtph tn ‘ePd iBtn tKis PaBms 
arPs, taAklp KiP tn tKp frneBh, rid nx Kis AlntKps aBh fibp 
KiP_

…jnrryzE tKp PaB gas sayiBf snPptKiBf aBh sKp gas 
sKakpB net n. Kpr hayhrpaPc Wpr .aAp uesKph aBh Kpr 
eBhprarPs gprp haPdc -Kp PaB stpddph Alnsp pBnefK tn 
tneAK Kprc Wp LresKph a fpBtlp DBfpr nbpr Kpr podnsph 
sKnelhprc 

…0nembp LppB LerBph,E Kp saihc 



CHAPTER TWO

H is voice was salted honey, plummy with a serrated 
edge.  

“It’s August, this summer sun,” Britt said, her voice 
oddly choked. 

“In that case we’d better get out of it,” he smiled down 
at her, his peat-colored eyes swimming with lights deep in 
their mesmerizing depths. Like the Kash of brilliant golden 
scales she’d seen on the Joi Psh at the 1apan 9agoda, 64WF 
—orld’s RairSbeauty swirling to the surface in a spark and 
then back to the murky depths. 

“Doman,” he added. 
“Britt,” she answered, relieved to note that she’d found 

a normal register again somehow. 
Nhe stuck out her hand to shake his and he took it 

in both his own, raised it to those succulent lips and 
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kissed her knuckles. ;he merest contact, the same gentle, 
feather-light touch as his hand on her shoulder before but 
Preworks e?ploded in her stomach. Another obscene stage 
play ran in full color in her mindq Doman kneeling before 
her and kissing his way up her legs, making his way to 
where every nerve in her body screamed for him. 

—hat was going on0 —as she having a heat stroke and 
didn’t know it0 Nhe dragged hungrily on her cigarette and 
pulled her hand gently out of his grasp. 

“I know a place that’s miraculously cool and dark. Nerves 
the best gin rickey you’ve ever had, and that’s saying 
something as I’ve been to Dajes India,” Doman purred. 

“Are you informing me or inviting me0” Britt asked, 
her mouth Guirked. Nome automaton sorority girl from 62 
years before woke and Kirted with Doman on a glide path 
she didn’t know e?isted until then. 

“—hat do you think0” he asked, with an answering 
smirk. 

“I think I’ll be the %udge of what the best gin rickey I’ve 
ever had,” she tossed o3, with a challenging grin she was 
only half forcing. 

“;he Library it is,” Doman declared.
He took her hand and it was the most natural thing in 

the world. ;he two made their way out of 9romise and 
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onto the city street, racing the sunset into the welcoming 
cave of ;he Library. 

;he business of Pnding a booth, settling in and ordering 
drinks took a moment, during which Britt took the 
opportunity to size up her companion. Nhe noticed was 
a few years younger than she, which made her privately 
preen.

Cvery movement he made was spare, determined, 
thoughtful. Oothing rushed. A calm and a hush 
surrounded him. But the same languid aura that lay so 
easily on him seemed to ruje her feathers.

“Here you go,” the waiter set down Britt’s icy cold gin 
with a Kourish. 

“_n the house for a beautiful woman in a summer 
dress,” he added with a wink. Britt smiled, a bit 
discomPted. _dd for a waiter to say such a thing with 
Doman right there. A woman and a man at a bar together 
were usually given the plausible deniability of being 
married. And she was still wearing her wedding ring. 

Nhaking the thought o3, she slipped her hand below 
the table and removed her ring, putting it in her purse 
discreetly. —hile her hand was still under the table, Doman 
put his hand on her leg very lightly. 1ust under the edge of 
her hem. It took every ounce of will power not to reach for 
it and guide it up her leg. In fact, she wasn’t 6227 sure she 
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didn’t do it until Doman removed his hand to light up a 
fresh smoke. 

Delief washed over her. Nhe’d e?changed a total of a half 
dozen words with this man. It would be beyond unseemly 
to allow himSto encourage himSto touch her that way. 
But her rebellious mind wandered right past the Road 
Ends sign and hopped casually o3 the cli3, into Doman’s 
arms. 

“;ell me about your lovely self,” Doman sat back and 
blew a plume of smoke at the ceiling, looking for all the 
world like a glossy Mutty Nark ad. 

Britt chuckled wryly. After having been married for 
three years, and the wife of a missing man for seven more, 
her dating skills were less than nil.

—hat was there to tell0 —ith a grimace, she reKected 
on how empty her life had become, how routine. 5et up, 
bathe. 9ick out her dress, get dressed and made up. If it was 
a ;uesday or a ;hursday, work her shift at the library, then 
go for a late lunch. Mome home, feed the bird, do some 
housework. Oot like the place really needed it, Britt moved 
so lightly through the too-still rooms. 

I’m the ghost, not Laird she thought with a start. 
Doman saw her body sti3en and his dark eyes were on her, 
soft yet intense. 
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“—rong Guestion, gorgeous0” he asked on a tender 
note. 

“Heavens no.” Britt bought herself some time by 
dragging on the cigarette in the most charm school pose 
she knew how. 

Her tawny good looks would have to speak for 
themselves while she collected her thoughts. Britt was a 
little vain about her appearance, but not without reason 
or result. Her hair was sleek and shiny, the color of fresh 
molasses. Her eyes were fringed in dark lashes and her 
cheeks and lips a warm peachy rust, the color of a fallen 
apricot bathed in molten sunlight. Nhe was trim from 
ballet barre classes, and thanks to a fashion-plate mother, 
she knew how to best accentuate her form and coloring 
with clothing. Nhe knew she was a sight, which she let 
Doman admire silently for another beat. 

“I’m %ust not very interesting, I’m afraid,” she said, 
lowering her Ku3y lashes and glancing at him sideways. 

He smiled tolerantly. 
“—ell, we’ll %ust have to change that, won’t we0” he 

lowered his voice to a growl and sent a shiver up Britt’s 
spine. 

Oot wanting to make a scene she couldn’t live down in 
the bar, she rolled her eyes playfully and launched into a 
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tidy little precise of her lifeSor as much as she was willing 
to share with a stranger. 

“I work for the library a few days a week, I went to Bryn 
xayr, I love to read, and I have a bird named 9eggy, short 
for 9eg Leg 9ete. I’m a terrifyingly ordinary girl, I regret to 
tell you,” Britt smiled. 

Before she could react, Doman managed to reach into 
her handbag, which she’d left carelessly Kap-open on the 
seat between them, and pulled out her wedding ring, 
which he held up at eye level. 

He turned the ring back and forth, a thoughtful look on 
his face.

“I don’t know, I’d say this is pretty interesting,” he said, 
with a sly smirk. “Nince it was on your hand when you 
came in here.”

Britt found herself irritated at his audacity, but more 
irritated at her response. An immediate, urgent need to 
get out of there, take him to her house. Nhow him what 
interesting really was. And, shockingly, how little that ring 
seemed to mean right now.

“Gou caught me,” she said, “I’m a freshly minted 
widow,” she admitted.

Doman’s elegant brows knitted. 
“xinted0” he grinned. “;hat’s a bit of an odd way to 

put it,” he added.
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Britt reached over to the ashtray and her cigarettes and 
this time it was she who lit two smokes and gave him one. 

“Long story too boring for words,” she said breezily.
“Have I had the bad luck to encounter a black widow 

that my half-mad aunt always warned me stalked the Cast 
Moast like a panther in the night after prey0” he laughed. 

“I think I need a pencil and paper to diagram that 
sentence before I can answer it,” she shot back, on a laugh. 

“A lady of letters, I like that,” he said. He leaned closer 
and whispered in her ear, his lips tickling her. 

“But I’ll take the panther too,” he murmured, sending a 
sparkling wire of electricity zinging down her spine. 

As if brought to life by his words, a long, lean, hungry 
panther inside of Britt awakened. Neven years of slumber 
left a huntress starving indeed. 9ossessed by a force she 
didn’t want to e?amine too closely Britt reached a hand up 
to cup Doman’s face and draw it to her. 

He responded immediately, turning his body to face 
hers and pulling her close. ;heir mouths met and at the 
moment a trickster demigod released a Kash of lighting 
that illuminated the bar. As Britt tasted Doman for the Prst 
time, a clap of thunder rocked the Guiet street. It could 
have been several counties over for all she cared. Nhe was 
lost to all sensibility. 
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;he lights in the bar dimmed, Kickered, and then shut 
o3. ;he sky had darkened in one of those epic summer 
rainstorms one only sees in too-cute made-for-;I movies, 
but it suited Britt’s mood perfectly. Dain drummed on the 
roof and created a sheltering wall around the snug little 
bar. ;he better to hide the two from prying eyes and town 
gossips.

Doman tasted like plums, improbably enough. He 
parted her lips with his and teased her with his tongue for a 
moment. Britt was sure that she was about to risk a public 
indecency ticket. 

He looked at her, his eyes wide, dark. 
“I don’t know what %ust happened but I don’t want it to 

stop,” he admitted. 
;he ardent dock worker with arms of steel sat in front 

of her, need fairly vibrating o3 him. 
“I do have to feed 9eggyJ” Britt smiled coyly. 
“Nounds like a two-person %ob to me,” Doman grinned. 

“;hat is, if you’re up for making life a little more 
interesting,” he added. 


