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Preface
A   TIMEMLLS   ,ARLNF,IA  TOM 
MVXEF,A  TFR

Welcome to Jesus in the Biblical Holidays: Illuminating God‘s Appointed Times 
in the Old Testament Feasts. This book marks a new chapter in my exploration 
of the biblical holidays, distinct from my earlier work, A Family Guide to the 
Biblical Holidays, written in 1999 for homeschool families (known as the big 
purple book). With twenty-vIe years of additional wisdom and insight, j delIe 
deeper into these ancient celebrations, o’ering fresh perspectiIes.

This book is not a reIision. This Bourney is not about reIisiting well-trodden paths 
with a fresh coat of paint. jtOs about Ienturing into uncharted territories, guided 
by the lamp of scripture, to reIeal insights preIiously concealed. Jy connecting 
the Eld Testament feasts with the life and mission of Cesus, we uncoIer a tapestry 
of prophecy and fulvllment, a continuous thread that weaIes through the fabric 
of biblical history, illuminating the role of Cesus as the cornerstone of our faith.

A Journey of Renewed Understanding

Gmbark on a Bourney of transformation. This book inIites you to see the Eld 
Testament festiIals anew as they highlight the path to a deeper understanding of 
Cesus. Gach page is designed to enrich your faith and bring the sacred stories to 
life. jtOs an enlightening experience that bridges ancient traditions with modern 
faith, reIealing PhristOs continuous presence through history.

The practice of obserIing biblical holidays serIes as a potent tool for spiritual edu-
cation and personal growth. These holidays were bestowed upon us by Sod with 
the intention of imparting important information. Ponsider, for instance, the 
signivcance of ThanksgiIing in understanding the UilgrimsO story. jf we were to 
neglect the annual obserIance of ThanksgiIing, our knowledge of this historical 
eIent and its cultural importance would be greatly diminished.

jn much the same way, the biblical holidays are designed to enhance our compre-
hension and strengthen our connection to the principles and narratiIes of our 
faith. Sod granted us these holidays as a means of instructing us through actiIe, 
tangible ceremonies. These celebrations transcend mere acts of remembrance or 
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ritualsK they immerse us in profound experiences that actiIely engage us with the 
core Ialues of our faith.

Whether youOre a seasoned belieIer, new to the faith, or intrigued by ancient 
traditions, this book is a gateway to the biblical feasts and their releIance to Cesus. 
Gach chapter is thoughtfully structured around a distinct theme, unraIeling the 
spiritual symbolism of these holidays and their connection to the Bourney of Cesus.

Practical Insights

GIery chapter concludes with practical insights, transforming complex theologi-
cal ideas into memorable and actionable takeaways. These are not Bust to be read 
but liIed, o’ering new ways to integrate these biblical holidays into your spiritual 
life today. The book adds to your experience with holiday readings and traditional 
recipes, helping you diIe into the heart of each celebration.

This approach is straightforward yet rich, engaging and accessible, guiding you 
through the Phrist-centered meanings of the Eld Testament holidays. Fore than 
an academic read, itOs a relatable and enlightening Bourney for those eager to 
discoIer PhristOs narratiIe hidden in these ancient celebrations.

Free Charts 

The print Iersion of this book features charts that may not display optimally 
on /indle deIices. To access these charts in a printable U2z format, please Iisit 
Besusinthebiblicalholidays.com or Boin our zacebook group at facebook.com<gr
oups<bibleholidays

Join Our Enlightening Journey

We inIite you to uncoIer the da==ling beauty of the biblical holidays. This explo-
ration promises to enrich your faith and family life in ways youOIe neIer imagined.
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Blown Away

I was blown away by Robin Sampson’s new book, Jesus in the Biblical Holidays. 
What I assumed would be an update of her 2001 “Big Purple Book” (as many of 
us called it), is actually a complete overhaul. The result is the most comprehensive, 
historical, practical resource about the biblical holidays ever written. 

God focused, Christ centered and honoring the biblical, historical and traditional 
Jewish context of these holidays, this book approaches each holiday from a variety 
of angles, including practical tips for celebration and recipes.

If you are looking for information about the biblical holidays—whether you 
are just starting out or have been on the journey for a while—you will not be 
disappointed!—Hope Egan, Author of What the Bible Says about Healthy Living 
Cookbook and Holy Cow! Does God Really Care About What We Eat?

Outstanding

I just want you to know, Robin, that Jesus in the Biblical Holidays is outstanding! I 
have been following you for many years now, and your prolizc writing and artistic 
expression are amaVing. I have learned so much from you, and thank God for 
putting you in my path! God bless you!—Danessa joy

Beautifully Written

Jesus in the Biblical Holidays is a very informative. I learned so much I didn’t 
know or understand. And the recipes were a wonderful bonus, knowing how the 
food was made added to it. Robin did a beautifully written and well thought out. 
Meznitely a great read.—Uichele Clark 
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A Fuller Revelation of Jesus

I was delighted to receive a preqrelease copy of this book to read and give an unbiq
ased review. I jumped at the chance as I am very familiar with Robin Sampson’s 
previous work, some of which I used when homeschooling my boys, and it was a 
huge help.

I was not disappointed. With her usual style, she has produced an inspiring and 
informative guide to the Biblical Holidays, which would be eFually useful to 
those who know much about these feasts and how they came about and those 
who know nothing. It is both easy to read and full of insight.

There are several ways that the book can be used. It can simply be read through 
and will give the reader a better understanding and appreciation of the biblical 
holidays. It could be read in sections as each biblical holiday arises. The book 
can also be used as a starting point for a deeper study because of the information 
Robin gives on each holiday. She also provides Fuestions to re5ect on and a list of 
resources on the subject. 

I would recommend this book for anyone who wants to grasp a fuller revelation 
of Jesus, not just on an academic level, but in a much more holistic way, which 
can be made even more decadent by taking part in some or all of the activities 
provided in this charming book. I know it’s a book I will come back to again and 
again.—Angela Uarchington

Remarkable Journey

Jesus in the Biblical Holidays: Illuminating God’s Appointed Times in the Old 
Testament Feasts is a remarkable journey through the Yld Testament feasts and 
holidays while relating them to Jesus in the Lew Testament. This book covers 
it all, from the origins of the names of these celebrations to the details and even 
recipes that can be used for current celebrations. There are tips for deeper study 
and thoughtqprovoking Fuestions that are excellent for further re5ection or group 
study.

Robin Sampson shares her wealth of knowledge in an easyqtoqfollow outline 
and then expounds the details in a highly understandable, easyqtoqread format, 
including scripture references.

This book has strongly heightened my understanding of the importance and 
relatability of the Yld Testament holidays to my life with Jesus. I have a much 
deeper appreciation as I read these accounts now. I strongly encourage every Bible 
lover to read Jesus in the Biblical Holidays: Illuminating God’s Appointed Times 
in the Old Testament Feasts.—Trish Clark 

Honors Jesus

This book thoroughly explains Hebrew and English terminology, symbols, 
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themes, and the Biblical signizcance of God’s Appointed Times. The author 
describes how the holiday is observed in the traditional Jewish community but 
also enriches the faith walk of Lew Testament believers as they are invited to join 
in the celebrations in ways that honor Jesus. This book features' 

    Appealing graphics that eDectively illustrate themes.

    :ollowing each holiday section are study Fuestions called “Illuminating 
Re5ections,” which encourage readers to consider further how elements 
of God’s :east Mays relate to us personally.

    Additional devotional readings which are appropriate for each holiq
day. I especially appreciate the numbered Bible references in the section 
about Counting the Ymer, in which it is traditional to count the K0 days 
leading up to Shavuot (also called the :east of Weeks or Pentecost).

    Engaging activities that would be fun for families or faith communities 
and provide a more immersive experience for learning about God’s calq
endar are suggested.

    Uany appealing recipes are provided for each :east day. I will sample 
some of these because they look tasty.

    An extensive bibliography of trusted and interesting authors is given to 
guide your additional research. 

I was familiar with the Biblical :east Mays before reading Urs. Sampson’s book, 
but I was curious about any new insights she might share. I learned something 
interesting about the Ten Commandments there was a reference that the Comq
mandments might have been inscribed on blue sapphire stone tablets. I will have 
to research that further. 

Urs. Sampson’s book is a wellqorganiVed lifestyle guide to the Biblical holidays 
you would want to add to your home or congregational library for future refq
erence as these special days approach during each year of God’s holy calendar. 
—:ran Euik

Share Your Thoughts with Us!

If this book has enriched your spiritual journey or oDered new insights, please 
consider sharing your experience with a review on AmaVon. 4our feedback supq
ports our mission to share God’s word and helps others discover this resource. 
Whether itFs a personal re5ection or how the book in5uenced your faith, your 
review is greatly appreciated. Thank you for contributing to our community and 
making a diDerence with your voice.



Unearthing   Siritpau 
lreaTpreT
MY   B  IBLCI AHIBOCYD SHJURNY

Four decades ago, I embarked on a remarkable journey into the heart of the 
biblical holidays. What began as a fascination with ancient practices soon became 
a profound adventure, revealing spiritual and historical narratives far richer than 
I had ever imagined.

This book chronicles that journey, tracing the path from familiar traditions to 
enlightening discoveries. I invite you to join me in uncovering the beauty and 
signi-cance of these timeGhonored celebrations, transforming them from mere 
dates on the calendar into profound moments of connection with Aod.

Challenges: Resistance and Skepticism

Initially, I was surprised by the hostility that my journey elicited from others. Ms 
I delved deeper into these sacred matters, skepticism and resistance emerged. ’y 
passion for Aodzs Word seemed to spark defensiveness and anger in some, leading 
me to navigate their doubts and my own confusion.

In conversations with critics, I consistently emphasiCed that salvation is through 
xhrist alone and not through any religious practice. This belief aligns with the 
understanding that eOploring the Nld Testament enhances our grasp of the Jew 
Testament, which was written in a Uewish conteOt. In my pursuit of open and 
respectful dialogue, I aimed for mutual comprehension rather than engaging in 
debate. Ms I faced personal hurdles and skepticism, my journey gained a sigG
ni-cance that eOtended beyond my own eOperiences. It illuminated the deep 
and intricate connection between the faith traditions and their Uewish origins, 
enriching my spiritual understanding and revealing the rich tapestry of history 
and tradition that underpins these beliefs.

Embracing Our Roots

Bnderstanding the Uewish conteOt of the Eiblezs holidays highlighted how Uesusz 
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teachings and actions were deeply embedded in these traditions. This realiCation 
opens the door to a broader understanding of xhristianity, inviting us to apG
preciate the deep historical and spiritual bonds that link it to its Uewish origins 
9Homans –1))'.

Ms Laul a—rms, the story of the ’essiah grafts Aentiles as wild olive shoots onto 
the cultivated olive tree of Israeli heritage. The spiritual destiny of xhristians is 
thus intertwined with that of Uews. Mppreciating these common roots fosters 
fellowship across faith lines. Through deepening our understanding of this shared 
wellspring, we gain a more profound grasp of AodDs grand narrative of redempG
tion coming to fruition in the ’essiah. The rich fabric of history, tradition and 
theology that binds our faiths together is illuminated.

I discovered how the early churchzs distancing from its Uewish roots led to a 
disconnect between the Jew Testament and its foundational Sebraic conteOt in 
the Nld Testament. There is an unbroken continuity in the historical narrative 
from Aenesis to Hevelation, presenting a compelling case that views xhristianity 
not as a separate entity but as a branch grafted onto the rich Uewish olive tree.

Aod put in me a passion to share how the Eible is one uni-ed story that reveals 
the continuous thread of redemption intricately woven within its original Uewish 
conteOt. The realiCation that the roots of xhristianity eOtend deeply into Uewish 
soil has profoundly impacted my approach to biblical study and sharing. It has 
allowed me to appreciate the seamless continuity between the covenants, seeing 
them not as disjointed elements but as integral parts of a divine tapestry that Aod 
has been weaving since the beginning of time. The holidays, with their messages of 
hope, and restoration, set the stage for the coming ’essiahYa promise intricately 
linked to the Uewish eOpectation of a Hedeemer.

In the teachings of Uesus and the writings of the apostles, this eOpectation is 
ful-lled, and the redemption narrative reaches its climaO. Sowever, this ful-llG
ment is not the replacement of the old with the new but rather the blossoming 
of the ancient promises into their full glory. Bnderstanding this, the xhristian 
gospel can be seen as the continuation and ful-llment of the Uewish scriptures, a 
realiCation that brings a richer, more nuanced understanding of faith.

This Uewish conteOt provides a robust framework for interpreting the Jew TesG
tamentDs teachings, parables, and the very life of Uesus Simself. It sheds light on 
the cultural, religious, and historical backdrop against which Uesus ministered 
and the early church grew. HecogniCing xhristianityDs Uudaic roots enriches our 
understanding of UesusD teachings, allowing us to see them in the light of Uewish 
tradition and thought.

This realiCation is especially relevant in an era marked by the alarming persistence 
of antiGPemitism and a global tendency to overlook Israel and the Uewish peoplezs 
historical and spiritual signi-cance. Ms the world risks distancing itself from its 
UudeoGxhristian heritage, I aim to be a voice calling for balanced reawakening of 
these roots.
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A Love-Driven Exploration

Inspired by Rdith Pchae?erzs statement, @xhristianity Is Uewish,A and guided by 
Pt. Mugustinezs insight, @The Jew Testament lies hidden in the Nld and the Nld 
Testament is unveiled in the Jew @ my journey became more than an academic 
pursuit. It evolved into a loveGdriven eOploration to align more closely with Aodzs 
will, recogniCing that xhristianity is a continuation, not a replacement, of Uewish 
traditions.

Rmbracing this view has not only deepened my faith but also eOpanded my 
approach to teaching and sharing the Eible. It compels me to approach Pcripture 
with a reverence for its Uewish heritage, encouraging others to eOplore the EibleDs 
depth through this lens. This approach fosters a greater appreciation for the 
compleOity and beauty of AodDs redemptive plan, inviting believers to eOplore the 
rich tapestry of history, prophecy, and ful-llment that binds the Nld and Jew 
Testaments into one uni-ed story of divine love and salvation.

Embarking on a Path to Illumination

Uoin me in Jesus in the Biblical Holidays: Illuminating God’s Appointed Times 
in the Old Testament Feasts, an adventure that unveils the hidden treasures of 
Aodzs Word. This book is an invitation to revitaliCe your understanding and 
appreciation of Aodzs grand narrative. 7et this journey of spiritual discovery 
guide you to a richer, more profound connection with our Father.
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God's   Timemss   lmrsalms
APPOINTED TI  EM

In Leviticus 23, God sets apart specifc yeast dahs as sacred, lomh convocations 
yor tle Israemites to weet Hitl .iwk .e cowwands tleh cease Horg and -atlT
er to Horslip at tlese desi-nated tiwesk blese yestivams, ordained Mh God yor 
spirituam reneHam, invomve consecrated oMservances mige sacrifces, o“erin-s, and 
cemeMrations to cowweworate .is past demiverance Hlime amso yoresladoHin- tle 
umtiwate redewption tlrou-l tle cowin- ”essialk

The Hebrew Word Moed

ble .eMreH Hord Jwoedx is si-nifcant in MiMmicam and DeHisl conteWts, carrhin- 
tle weanin- oy appointed tiwes, yestivams, or weetin-sk (erived yrow tle root 
Jhad,x Hlicl weans Jto appoint,x tle terw is oyten used in tle boral to reyer 
to specifc tiwes tlat God las desi-nated yor Horslip, cemeMration, and rewewT
Mrancek 

Meaning and Implications

  Divine Appointment: J”oedx si-nifes a tiwe tlat God las specifcammh 
set aside yor weetin- Hitl .is peopmek blese tiwes are sacred, distinct 
yrow ordinarh dahs, and are weant yor Horslip, reEection, and cowwuT
nithk

  Cyclical Nature: ble woediw underscore tle chcmicam nature oy tle 
DeHisl hear, Hitl eacl yestivam recurrin- annuammhk blis chcmicam aspect 
li-lmi-lts tle endurin- remationslip MetHeen God and .is peopme, cowT
weworatin- listoricam events and tle a-ricumturam camendar oy tle Land 
oy Israemk

  Remembrance and Anticipation: Plime wanh oy tle woediw cowT
weworate listoricam events )sucl as tle FWodus yrow F-hpt durin- 
SassoverO, tleh amso lave a yorHardTmoogin- aspectk 'or eWawpme, tle 'east 
oy Peegs )RlavuotO cemeMrates tle -ivin- oy tle boral at ”ount Rinai 
and anticipates yuture larvestsk
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  Community and Identity: AMservin- tle woediw is a cowwunam 
activith tlat stren-tlens tle Monds awon- tle DeHisl peopmek It amso 
serves as a geh cowponent oy DeHisl identith, mingin- individuams and 
cowwunities to tleir listorh and tle mandk

  Usage in the Bible: It appears over 2// tiwes in tle Amd bestawent in 
remation to tle appointed tiwes and yestivams oy Israemk

  Moedim: ble ”oediw )pmuram oy woedO usuammh reyers to tle q wa6or 
MiMmicam yeasts:yestivams reveamed to Israem in Leveticus 23k 

Holy Set Apart Days

ble .eMreH Hord qadosh tlat ”oses used in Leviticus yor Jlomhx convehs tle 
weanin- oy Mein- Jset apart and distin-uisled, tlat Hlicl is unmige tle ordinarhkx 
Plen God decmared sowetlin- lomh, it warged it as uni8ue and desi-nated it 
yor divine purposek 'or eWawpme, God sanctifed tle RaMMatl dah Mh settin- apart 
tlat tiwe eWcmusivemh yor tle Israemites to rest and cowwune Hitl .iw )FWodus 
j4z23Ok .e ordained tle priests as lomh Mh consecratin- tlew to peryorw sacred 
duties, winisterin- in .is presence )Levk 2jzqTNO, incmudin- Hearin- uni8ue lomh 
-arwents yorMidden yor everhdah Hear )FWodus 2Nz2Ok A“erin-s Mrou-lt as titles 
Here wade lomh, rendered sacred yor tle service oy tle Lord )Levk 2qz3/Ok

The Leviticus Holidays are Not Jewish

ble Rcripture yrow Leviticus 23z2,B ewplasiCes tlat tle yeasts wentioned are not 
weremh DeHisl yeasts Mut are descriMed as JThe feasts of the Lordkx

Speak to the children of Israel and say, 
“The feasts of the LORD, 

which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, 
these are My feasts…. 

These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations 
which you shall proclaim at their appointed times.” 

Leviticus 23z2,B

blis distinction is cruciamk ble passa-e Me-ins Hitl tle directive, Rpeag to tle 
climdren oy Israem and sah to tlew, Hlicl indicates tlat Hlime tle iwwediate 
audience is tle Israemites, tle oHnerslip and initiation oy tlese yeasts Memon- to 
tle LA1(k bleh are .is yeastsk

blis yrawin- su--ests tlat tlese lomh convocations are (ivine in ori-in and 
purposek God estaMmisled tlew yor tle Israemites to oMserve, Mut tleir si-nifcance 
transcends a specifc etlnic or cumturam identithk Instead, tleh are weant to Me a 
tiwe yor amm Memievers to acgnoHmed-e and cemeMrate tle Horgs and claracter oy 
Godk

blese yeasts serve as a rewinder oy .is soverei-nth, a cemeMration oy .is provision 
and demiverance, and an opportunith yor Memievers to cowe to-etler in Horslip 
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and rewewMrancek ;h cammin- tlew J”h yeasts,x God asserts .is mordslip over 
tlese tiwes and invites .is peopme, irrespective oy tleir etlnic Macg-round, to 
participate in tlese wowents oy lomh assewMmh, reEection, and cemeMrationk

Jesus, the Disciples, and Paul Observed the Holidays

Desus Has a DeH’ .e coumd trace lis ancestrh in tle (avidic mine, eWtendin- yrow 
0Mralaw )”attleH jzj5j4Ok .e mived durin- tle era oy tle Recond bewpme, 
dimi-entmh yommoHed tle LaH oy ”oses, oMserved tle lomh dahs, contriMuted to 
tle bewpme, and instructed .is discipmes to uplomd everh aspect oy tle boral 
weticumousmhk

ble Gospems temm us aMout .is Horslip on tle RaMMatl )Luge Bzj4O, .is teaclin- 
at tle 'east oy baMernacmes )Doln qz3q53—O, and .is poHeryum serwon at tle 
bewpme durin- .anuggal )Doln j/z2253/Ok blis sloHs tle continuith oy tlese 
lomh dahs in ”essialIs miye and winistrhk

ble apostme Saum and lis discipmes continued to oMserve tlese MiMmicam lomidahs, 
incmudin- tle RaMMatl, ayter DesusIs resurrectionk blou-l an apostme to tle GenT
times, Saum gept a somid connection to lis DeHisl rootsk .e re-umarmh spoge in 
tle shna-o-ue everh RaMMatl )0cts jNzBO and waintained DeHisl custows, as 
seen in 0cts 2jk .e even encoura-ed tle –orintlians to cemeMrate Sassover )j 
–orintlians Jzq5NO, sloHin- tle on-oin- remevance oy tlese lomidahs yor Memievers 
in –lristk blese yestivams are weanin-yum sladoHs oy GodIs trutl, sowetlin- to 
Me eWpmored positivemh, not diswissed as were me-amiswk 

Saum uses tle wetaplor oy a sladoH to descriMe tlese remi-ious practicesk 0 sladoH 
is an iwa-e or outmine oy sowetlin- macgin- suMstance or reamithk In tlis conteWt, 
le is sahin- tlat tle Amd bestawent rituams and oMservances, sucl as yestivams, neH 
woons, and RaMMatls Here mige sladoHs or previeHs oy sowetlin- -reater tlat 
Has to cowek

Saum ewplasiCes tlat tlese practicesI true essence or reamith is yound in –lristk In 
otler Hords, tlese Amd bestawent practices pointed yorHard to Desus –lrist and 
tle spirituam reamities tlat .e yumfmmedk –lrist is tle yumfmmwent oy tle LaH and tle 
Sroplets )”attleH JzjqO, and Memievers fnd tle yummness oy tleir yaitl in .iwk

The Early Church

ble earmh clurcl Has cammed deregl, weanin- Jtle Hahkx DesusI decmaration, JI 
aw tle (eregl )PahO,x as noted in 0cts 2BzjB, defned tle identith oy lis earmh 
yommoHers, incmudin- DeHs and Gentimes, as tle peopme oy tle (ereglKpeopme oy 
tle Pahk 

ble earmh –lristian clurcl Has initiammh cowprised wainmh oy DeHisl Memievers due 
to listoricam, tleomo-icam, and cumturam yactorsk Desus and .is earmiest discipmes Here 
DeHisl, and –lristianith ewer-ed as a wovewent Hitlin Dudaiswk 

ble earmh clurcl yocused on DeHs Hlo saH Desus as tle wessianic yumfmmwentk 
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DeHisl custows persisted as Gentimes sloHed interest, diversiyhin- tle clurclk 
Saum pmahed a pivotam rome in dissewinatin- –lristianith awon- Gentimes, si-niyhT
in- a notaMme transyorwationk blis transition warged a turnin- point as tle earmh 
clurcl, Hitl a somid DeHisl youndation, evomved into a diverse cowwunithk 

ble oMservance oy yeasts awon- Gentime Memievers migemh Mmended cumturam conteWt 
and respect yor DeHisl lerita-ez

  Sabbath Observance: ble eWtension oy RaMMatl oMservance to yorT
ei-ners )nonTDeHsO Hitlin Israemite cowwunities, as outmined in FWodus 
2/zN5jj, 23zj2, and (euteronowh Jzj25jJ, provided a precedent yor 
Gentime Memieversk Plime tle RaMMatl lemd spirituam si-nifcance, it amso 
served as a dah oy rest and reEection, yosterin- a sense oy unith awon- 
Memievers, Motl DeHisl and Gentimek

  Passover Participation: Sassover, one oy tle wost si-nifcant yeasts, 
ammoHed yorei-ners to participate, Hitl certain conditions, as seen in FWoT
dus j2zBN5B—k Gentime Memievers Houmd migemh lave 6oined in tle Sassover 
cemeMrations, acgnoHmed-in- tle iwportance oy tlis yeast in cowwewoT
ratin- GodIs demiverance yrow F-hptk

  Feast of Weeks and Feast of Tabernacles: (euteronowh j4zjj and 
j4zjB li-lmi-lt tle incmusion oy yorei-ners in tle cemeMrations oy tle 
'east oy Peegs and tle 'east oy baMernacmesk Gentime Memievers, Mein- part 
oy tle earmh –lristian cowwunith, Houmd lave migemh participated in tlese 
yeasts amon-side tleir DeHisl counterpartsk

  Cultural Context and Unity: Gentime participation in yeasts, Hlime 
not doctrinam, reEected cumturam respect, unith Hitl DeHisl Memievers, and 
acgnoHmed-went oy a slared yaitl lerita-ek

The Council of Jerusalem 

ble –ouncim oy Derusamew is pivotam wowent in earmh –lristian listorhk ble 
–ouncim, detaimed in 0cts jJ, wargs a si-nifcant turnin- point re-ardin- Gentime 
incmusion and tle practice oy DeHisl traditions Hitlin tle earmh clurclk It ewModT
ies tle ne-otiation MetHeen tHo wa6or -roupsz traditionamist DeHisl –lristians 
and proponents oy Gentime incmusionk

braditionamist DeHisl –lristians vamued adlerence to tle ”osaic LaH, incmudin- 
circuwcision and DeHisl custows, as inte-ram to tleir yaitlk bleh saH tlese pracT
tices as vitam yor waintainin- tleir lerita-e and remationslip Hitl God, advocatin- 
yor Gentime converts to adopt tlese custows yummhk 

In 0cts jJ Saum, ;arnaMas and Dawes ar-ued a-ainst iwposin- DeHisl custows 
on Gentimes, su--estin- tlat yaitl in –lrist amone Has enou-l yor samvationk bleh 
Memieved tle GospemIs core transcended cumturam and cerewoniam maHs, advocatin- 
yor a yocus on yaitl and woram mivin-k
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Bridging Cultures: James’s Vision for Unity

Dawes, Hitl a leart yor larwonh, wade a pivotam decision to ease tle 6ourneh oy 
Gentimes into tle yaitl )0cts jJzj352jOk .e set yortl a yeH geh practices yor tlew 
to yommoH, ewplasiCin- tle avoidance oy idomatrh, seWuam iwworamith, consuwin- 
stran-med aniwams, and Mmoodk blese weasures Here not aMout iwposin- Murdens 
Mut aMout Heavin- a tapestrh oy yemmoHslip MetHeen .eMreHs and Gentimes Hitlin 
tle clurclIs ewMracek DawesIs -uidance Has wore tlan a set oy rumes’ it Has an inT
vitation to a slared woram -round, a cowwonamith Mrid-in- diverse Macg-roundsk 
In Dawes jJz2/52j, le said, 

“Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn 
to God,but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and 

from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. For 
from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for 

he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.” 

”anh cowwentaries su--est Dawes Has mistin- tle Yoalide maHs )tleh cowe yrow 
tle bamwud and are tlereyore eWtraTMiMmicamOk Genesis — is tle youndation yor mater 
raMMinic interpretation )notez tlere is a macg oy consensus re-ardin- tle precise 
nuwMer and specifc directives, as Hemm as Hlicl Here ori-inammh -iven to 0daw and 
Hlicl Here mater MestoHed upon YoalOk blese incmude tle re6ection oy idomatrh, 
seWuam iwworamith, and tle eatin- oy Mmoodk 

ble -uidemines set yortl yor tle Gentimes Here desi-ned not as a Murden, Mut 
as an open door to wutuam respect and understandin-k DawesIs wetlod Has a 
demiMerate act oy gindness, aiwin- to Heave tle Gentimes into tle yaMric oy tle yaitl 
cowwunithk It acgnoHmed-ed tleir distinct patl, Hlime amso clerislin- tle slared 
vamues tlat unite amm yommoHersk Is it wh opinion tlat tlis Has a cowpassionate 
and werciyum invitation, enaMmin- tle Gentimes to 6oin in yemmoHslip and -raduammh 
deepen tleir understandin- oy GodIs cowwandsk

Fostering Connection Without Conformity

Aur remationslip Hitl God -oes Mehond rituams T itIs rooted in -enuine connecT
tionk Sractices mige praher and Horslip enlance tlis Mond, not secure samvationk 
Plime oMservin- lomidahs isnIt cowpumsorh, it o“ers insi-lt into GodIs storh and 
cmoseness Hitl .iwk Fn-a-in- tlese dahs revitamiCes yaitl, mige divine revemations 
enriclin- our spiritsk bleh invite deeper interaction, iwprovin- our understandT
in- oy .is Himmk 0s a yatler vamues tiwe Hitl lis climdren, God uses yeast dahs to 
yoster intiwach and -roHtlk

An Intimate Journey of Faith

Aur oMservance oy tlese yeast dahs is not out oy oMmi-ation Mut a 6ohous ewMrace oy 
tradition and devotionk blese wowents ammoH us to deepen our cowwunion Hitl 
God, partagin- in .is divine pman and purposek Dust as climdren yeem ewpoHered 
to undertage si-nifcant clammen-es Hitl tleir parentsI support, cemeMratin- tlese 
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lomh dahs encoura-es us on our spirituam 6ourneh, yosterin- weanin-, purpose, and 
-roHtl in ami-nwent Hitl GodIs seasonsk

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 

j Seter 2z2j

–emeMratin- tlese lomidahs is intricatemh minged to our spirituam devemopwent and 
remationslip Hitl Godk bleh o“er a uni8ue Hah to cowwunicate Hitl tle (ivine, 
draHin- us cmoser and womdin- our claracter to reEect GodIs Himm durin- tlese 
oMservances and in our daimh mivesk 7mtiwatemh, participatin- in tlese yeast dahs 
eWpresses our move yor GodKa slarin- in .is miye and essence and a deepenin- 
oy our connection Hitl tle (ivine Sresence tlat enricles our yaitl 6ournehk blis 
en-a-ewent transcends were duth, ewModhin- a 6ohyum and yumfmmin- response to 
tle move and -race MestoHed upon us Mh our .eavenmh 'atlerk



Who   Burie dhi tuiTaBuis
UNEARTHING THE   FRGFTTEN   EAOTO

Imagine a precious family heirloom, a treasure chest dllew vith balua.le relics anw 
ancient viswomO Eber time, as the family mobes to a nev country, they slovly lose 
touch vith their heritageO kbentually they forget the importance of this heirloom 
anw its linS to their ancestorsO

(imilarly, the profounw spiritual anw prophetic insights of the .i.lical feasts are 
liSe that family heirloomO In the early ways, vhen the family )the churchJ vas 
closely connectew to their roots )HuwaismJ, they unwerstoow the balue of this 
treasure chest anw cele.ratew it vith weep meaningO xoveber, as time passew, the 
family eYperiencew changes, mobew to a wi:erent cultural enbironment, anw lost 
touch vith their heritageO

Following Traditions Blindly

Wou may habe hearw this storyT a voman prepares a roast anw cuts o: the enw 
.efore cooSing itO Fhen her hus.anw asSs vhy she woes this, she replies that she 
learnew it from her motherO ’he hus.anw then asSs the mother, vho says she 
learnew it from her granwmotherO Ninally, vhen asSew, the granwmother rebeals 
that she only cut the enw o: the roast .ecause her cooSing pan vas too small to 
dt the vhole roastO

’he storyzs moral is that people often awhere to trawitions or vays of woing things 
vithout Snoving vhy they vere startew in the drst placeO It suggests that itzs 
essential to unwerstanw the reasons .ehinw our actions anw not follov practices 
.linwlyO ’his story is often usew in barious conteYts to encourage critical thinSing 
anw reassessment of customary practicesO

The Jewish Early Church

’he early church .egan as a sect vithin Huwaism, prewominantly mawe up of Hevs 
vho .eliebew Hesus of MaGareth vas the BessiahO Initially, the message of Hesus 
vas spreaw mainly among Hevish communitiesO xoveber, seberal Sey ebents anw 
dgures playew a signidcant role in the transition of the church from a primarily 
Hevish conteYt to a prewominantly Uentile oneO
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’he spreaw of -hristianity in the Aoman kmpire, vhere UreeS anw Aoman 
)UentileJ cultures vere wominant, also inPuencew the shiftO 1s more Uentiles 
qoinew, the cultural anw religious practices of the church .egan to rePect a more 
xellenistic )Ureco;AomanJ vorlwbievO

Eber time, these factors contri.utew to the grawual shift of -hristianity from 
a Hevish sect to a prewominantly Uentile religion, shaping its webelopment anw 
forming its wistinct iwentity separate from HuwaismO

Shift in the Second Century

Ry the seconw century, a nev generation emergew anw wistancew themselbes from 
their familyzs original customs anw trawitionsO ’his process of we;HuwaiGing is 
liSe the family mem.ers weciwing to leabe their heritage .ehinw anw awopt nev 
customsO 

Uentile -hristians .egan to wominate the churchO ’his shift grawually remobew 
Hevish customs, a process Snovn as we;HuwaiGingO 1nti;(emitism .egan to taSe 
rootO ’he Uentile;lew church sought to wistinguish -hristianity from HuwaismO 
Ene signidcant change vas altering the wate of cele.rating -hristzs resurrection 
from the Hevish calenwar )the thirw way of 3assober on Misan CjJ to the (unway 
that comes after the drst full moon folloving the bernal e2uinoY, ebentually 
ac2uiring the pagan name kaster )IshtarteJO ’he early Mev ’estament church wiw 
not cele.rate kaster5 insteaw, they continuew to o.serbe 3assober vith a renevew 
meaning anw interpretationO 

Changes in the Fourth Century

’he -ouncil of Micea in 8L– 1O?O, unwer kmperor -onstantine, marSew a 
turning pointO -onstantinezs conbersion to -hristianity enwew the persecution 
of Uentile .eliebers anw miYew -hristianity vith elements of paganismO Hevish 
.eliebers facew pressure from their Uentile -hristian peers to a.anwon their cus;
tomsO -onstantine eben legislatew against practices liSe o.serbing the (a..ath on 
(aturway anw cele.rating 3assoberO 

1s -hristianity wistancew itself from its Hevish roots, anti;Huwaism )anti;(emi;
tismJ .egan to taSe holwO ’heological wisputes .etveen -hristians anw Hevs 
intensidew, leawing to a reqection of Hevish practices, incluwing the o.serbance of 
.i.lical feast waysO 

Misinterpretations and Consequences

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male 
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus )Ualatians 8TL4JO ’his berse, vhich 
emphasiGes the iwea that in -hrist Hesus, all .eliebers, regarwless of their .acS;
grounws, social status, or genwer, are unitew as one, it vas often misinterpretew to 
mean that Hevish -hristians shoulw a.anwon their heritageO ’his berse empha;
siGes the unity of Hevs anw Uentiles in -hristO ’he Ri.le acSnovlewges wi:erences 
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.etveen barious groups .ut stresses e2uality in Uowzs eyesO Dnfortunately, this 
misinterpretation lew to further wistancing from Hevish customsO 

Replacement Theology

Aeplacement theology is an a.surw teaching that suggests the -hristian church 
replaces Hevs as Uowzs chosen people, a biev historically linSew to anti;(emitic at;
tituwesO (ome interpretations of Ualatians 8TL4 habe fuelew this notion, implying 
that the -hristian cobenant supersewes the Hevish cobenant vith UowO 

In Aomans CC, 3aul behemently opposes replacement theology anw clarides Is;
raelzs ongoing signidcanceT

  Israel’s Continued Role: 3aul emphatically states that Uow has not 
reqectew xis people )Aomans CCTCJ, a9rming Israelzs continuew place in 
Uowzs planO

  The Olive Tree Analogy:  Dsing the  metaphor  of  an olibe  tree, 
3aul illustrates the relationship .etveen Israel )the original .ranch;
esJ anw Uentile .eliebers )graftew;in .ranchesJO ’his analogy )Ao;
mans CCTCj0LEJ unwerscores that Uentiles are incorporatew into Uowzs 
promises vithout wisplacing IsraelO

  Partial Hardening and Future Redemption: 3aul speaSs of a tem;
porary harwening of Israel until the full inclusion of Uentiles )Aomans 
CCTL–0LFJ, pointing to a future rewemption for Israel anw its ongoing 
role in Uowzs planO

  God’s Faithfulness: 3aul unwerscores the unchanging nature of Uowzs 
gifts anw calling )Aomans CCTLGJ, a9rming Uowzs continuew cobenant 
vith Israel alongsiwe xis grace to UentilesO

  Call to Humility: 3aul varns against Uentile priwe )Aomans CCTC4, 
LH0LCJ, reminwing them of their wepenwence on Israelzs spiritual her;
itage, anw emphasiGing humility in their inclusionO

Ualatians 8TLG reinforces that follovers of Hesus are spiritual wescenwants of 1.ra;
ham, inheriting the promises of Uow through faith in -hristO ’his berse signides 
that the .lessings promisew to 1.raham nov eYtenw to all .eliebers, emphasiGing 
the unity of .eliebers in -hrist as part of 1.rahamzs spiritual familyO

God is Doing a Marvelous Thing
Aicharw RooSer saiw it so vell in Celebrating Jesus in the Biblical FeastsT

Rut in these last ways, Uow is woing a marbelous thingO xe is .reaSing wovn the 
valls of hatrew anw misunwerstanwing that habe wibiwew the Hevs anw -hristiansO 
Uow is calling the Hevish people to return to their ancient homelanw anw to their 
cobenant UowO xe is preparing them for the coming of the BessiahO 1t the same 
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time, Uow is stirring in the hearts of -hristians a holy lobe for the Hevish people 
anw avaSening them to the .i.lical xe.raic;Hevish roots of their -hristian faithO

Bany -hristians are realiGing that the origin of our faith is Herusalem, not 1thens, 
Aome, Ueneba, Fitten.erg, 1lwersgate, 1Gusa (treet, (pringdelw, Mashbille, 
’ulsa, etcO 1s a result, -hristians arounw the vorlw are reaching out to the 
Hevish people in their communities, singing songs from the xe.rev (criptures, 
rewiscobering their Hevish roots, anw cele.rating the (a..ath anw the Neasts of the 
6orw as fuldllew in HesusO It is clearly Uowzs appointew time to reconcile Hevs anw 
-hristians in preparation for the coming of BessiahOC

Conclusion

’he feasts of the 6orw, giben to Israel anw graftew;in .eliebers )Aomans CCTCjJ, 
serbe as practical lessons a.out Uow anw xis plan for the vorlwO Ualatians em;
phasiGes that all in -hrist are heirs to 1.rahamzs promises, connecting us to a 
rich spiritual heritageO Dnwerstanwing this qourney enriches our appreciation for 
the signidcance of .i.lical feasts, aSin to rewiscobering a priceless family heirloom 
amiwst the tvists of historyO

CO  RooSer, AicharwO Celebrating Jesus in the Biblical Feasts Expanded Edition: 
Discovering Their Significance to You as a ChristianO ?estiny Image, LHCFO 
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CHARTING YOUR COURSE
Welcome to a journey through time and tradition, where we delve into the rich 
tapestry of the Bible’s feasts, festivals, and fasts. We will traverse the ancient 
landscapes of Israel, exploring the sacred observances that deJned the lives of the 
Israelites in the Old Testament era, and the enduring traditions that have shaped 
Gewish practices during and after the Mospel period. While there’s an intersection 
between these lists, they are distinct in their nuances and signiJcance.

A Yearly Companion for Spiritual Growth

ky boo- is designed to serve as a timeless companion for your spiritual journey, 
especially during the sacred seasons of the biblical feasts. Each year, as these holy 
dates approach, you can use this boo- as a study guide to delve deeper into the 
rich symbolism, historical signiJcance, and spiritual lessons tied to each feast. 
Whether you’re observing alone, with family, or as part of a Bible study group, the 
insights and reLections ozered will enhance your understanding and appreciation 
of these divine appointments. 

By revisiting the chapters corresponding to each feast annually, you’ll uncover 
new layers of meaning and personal relevance, ma-ing each celebration a fresh exq
perience of spiritual renewal and growth. This cyclical approach not only enriches 
your faith but also strengthens the bonds of community as you share and explore 
these profound truths together. :et this boo- be your guide to experiencing the 
biblical feasts as vibrant, living traditions that illuminate your wal- with Mod year 
after year.

If you’re not familiar with these holidays from childhood, distinguishing among 
them can be challenging. I found it beneJcial to categori(e them into four spring 
holidays, three fall holidays, and two extra holidays. This boo- follows that 
structure, consistently revisiting the se)uenceD Jrst spring holiday, second spring 
holiday, third spring holiday, fourth spring holiday, Jrst fall holiday, second fall 
holiday, and third fall holiday. This repetitive method is designed to aid your 
understanding and retention.

The Sections and Chapters

This boo- is organi(ed into tenqholiday sections. Each includes the following 3or 
moreCD

1. The Holiday OverviewD Each section begins with an introduction to 
the speciJc holiday, setting the stage for deeper exploration.

2. Jewish Traditions of the HolidayD 4elve into the rich customs and 
rituals that have shaped Gewish practices over the centuries.

P. How Sabbath Reveals MessiahD 4iscover the connections between 
traditional observances and the life and mission of Gesus 5hrist.
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6. Celebrating SuggestionsD Fractical ideas to bring these ancient celeq
brations into your modern life.

—. ReQection LuestionsD Thoughtqprovo-ing )ueries to deepen your unq
derstanding and personal connection to each holiday.

;. The Holiday RecipesD Enjoy traditional recipes to fully experience the 
feasts in a tangible way.

2eviticus 3W Holidays

We’ll start by exploring :eviticus 2P, which details the wee-ly Sabbath and the 
seven annual holy days. Hanu--ah and Furim, although not part of the seven 
feasts mentioned in :eviticus 2P, are also included, celebrating events that hapq
pened well after the time of koses.

  The kee:ly SabbathF A day dedicated to rest and spiritual renewal, 
observed from 7riday evening to Saturday evening. It symboli(es the 
rest we Jnd in Gesus, our eternal Sabbath, who ozers a pause from life’s 
burdens and a rest for our souls.

  The ,irst Spring ,eastP (assover )(esachBF This holiday commemoq
rates the Israelites’ liberation from Egyptian slavery, mar-ed by the seder. 
It points to Gesus as our Fassover :amb, whose sacriJce brings liberation 
from the bondage of sin.

  The Second Spring ,eastP  ,east  of  Unleavened zread )Chag 
HaMatDotBF This sevenqday feast following Fassover represents purity 
and the hastened departure of the Israelites from Egypt. It symboli(es 
the sinless nature of Gesus and the urgency of accepting His salvation.

  The Third Spring ,eastP ,irstfruits )Yom Habi::urimBF This feast, 
celebrated to ozer the Jrst fruits of the harvest, symboli(es Gesus’s resq
urrection9the Jrst fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

  The ,ourth Spring ,eastP ,east of kee:s )Shavuot or (entecostBF 
This festival celebrates the wheat harvest and the giving of the :aw at 
kount Sinai. It represents the outpouring of the Holy Spirit sent by 
Gesus, mar-ing the birth of the church.

  The ,irst ,all ,eastP Trumpets )Rosh HashanahBF A time mar-ed 
by the blowing of the shofar, signaling repentance‘ it foreshadows the 
return of Gesus, often associated with the sound of the trumpet calling 
believers to loo- for Him.

  The Second ,all ,eastP Kay of Atonement )Yom xippurBF This is the 
holiest day of repentance and atonement. It points to Gesus as our High 
Friest, who entered the Holy of Holies with His blood for our eternal 
atonement. 3Technically, this is a fast rather than a feast.C
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  The Third ,all ,eastP Tabernacles )Su::otBF This feast commemoq
rates the Israelites’ journey in the wilderness and Mod’s protection. It 
symboli(es Gesus as our true tabernacle, Mod dwelling among His people 
and providing shelter and guidance.

Two E7tra Holidays
The biblical holidays above were established by Mod, but Scripture also references 
two extra holidays, Furim and Hanu--ah, which were instituted and celebrated 
by the people of Mod.

  Hanu::ahF Hanu--ah, typically celebrated in 4ecember, is a Gewish 
holiday mar-ing the Temple’s menorah oil miracle and its rededication 
in Gerusalem.

  (urimF Furim, celebrated around 7ebruary, is a joyful Gewish holiday 
mar-ing the rescue of the Gews from a planned massacre in ancient 
Fersia, as narrated in the boo- of Esther.

Three (ilgrimage ,estivals

Fassover, 7east of Wee-s, and the 7east of Tabernacles are three pilgrimage festiq
vals. All adult Gewish males were re)uired to travel to Gerusalem for each celebraq
tion. Each of these three festivals aligns with critical agricultural periods in the 
land of IsraelD

  (assover corresponds with the barley harvest season.

  ,east of kee:s coincides with the wheat harvest.

  Tabernacles signiJes the end of the fruit harvest season.

Enhancing ,aith Through Celebration

All these feasts of the :ord were given to Israel and graftedqin believers 3Romans 
11D1CC to teach us, practically, more about Mod and His plan for the world. 
Malatians PD2D statesD

If you belong to Christ, then you are AbrahamEs seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.

This emphasi(es that all who are in 5hrist are part of Abraham’s spiritual lineage 
and inheritors of Mod’s promises. Israel was instructed to observe the feast days 
because they held the mysteries that Mod intended to unveil to His children in 
future years. Mod communicates to us through recurring imagery, patterns, and 
symbolic types that appear consistently throughout the Bible.

Goin me on a thrilling journey as we explore and embrace the holy days in our 
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spiritual lives. These days serve not as constraints of legalism but as beacons of 
light guiding us to freedom in the kessiah. Approach Mod with a teachable 
spirit, ready to embrace change. Wal-ing closely with Him ozers a life of constant 
renewal. Engaging with the Bible feast days is not just a commemoration of 
past events but a journey of transformation. These feasts open our eyes to new 
perspectives and deepen our understanding of Mod’s plans. 7ully commit to this 
adventure, growing increasingly aware of Mod’s presence in every aspect of life.

Whether you want to incorporate these observances into your spiritual practice, 
family traditions, or community activities, these chapters provide a wealth of req
sources. You’ll Jnd creative and actionable ways to celebrate these holidays, from 
familyqfriendly ideas and recipes to reLective personal rituals and meaningful 
community engagements.

See Gesus as the vessel of our journey with Mod 3Malatians —D1C, and consider 
celebrating these feasts as His winds push us toward His blessings. :eviticus 2P 
acts as our compass, leading us to reLect and grow closer to Mod. :et’s open our 
hearts to Mod’s Word, uncovering the profound truths it contains.

I hope you’ll discover joy in these feasts, as many others have. They’re more than 
rituals‘ they’re insights into Mod’s character and plans for us. kay this exploration 
bring you and your family joy and a deeper understanding of your faith.



Agricultural   arallPle
HARVESTING S  RITPAU RILHES

A deeper appreciation of agriculture has greatly enriched my understanding of 
the Bible. Most of us today are distanced from nature in today’s urbanized world, 
losing touch with the rich agricultural imagery often used in Scripture, like var-
ious harvests, such as wheat, olives, and grapes. This disconnect matters because 
divine revelation is intricately linked with Creation. 

Jesus Himself frequently used natural elements in His parables (such as sheep, 
wheat, and vines) to reveal spiritual truths. Understanding that God is the Cre-
ator of both the natural and supernatural realms helps us see that principles in 
one often mirror truths in the other. 

Ancient Israel: A Land of Faith and Diversity

Imagine ancient Israel, a land of diverse landscapes and rich cultural and religious 
practices. Here, amidst rolling hills and fertile plains, the Israelites’ faith was 
closely tied to their land. Their divinely ordained feasts, established through 
Moses, marked the agricultural year and their spiritual rhythm.

Dual SigniCcance of Feasts

Each feast had dual importance: agriculturally, they aligned with planting and 
harvest times; spiritually, they commemorated God’s acts of faithfulness and de-
liverance. For instance, Passover was a spring festival and a powerful remembrance 
of the Exodus, central to Jewish history and identity.

mobbunal meleTrations and Nransforbations

These feasts were communal cornerstones, fostering unity and shared purpose. 
Picture the vibrant energy in ancient Jerusalem during these times as people 
from various backgrounds gathered to remember, celebrate, and give thanks. 
Over time, these feasts evolved with Jewish life, especially after the Temple’s 
destruction, shifting from sacriYcial rituals to prayer and personal holiness. Net, 
their core as times for reLection, repentance, and renewal remained unchanged.
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’atureRs Ehythb in Ancient Israel

The ancient Israelites experienced cycles of rainy and dry periods rather than four 
distinct seasons. Early autumn rains prepared the ground for winter and spring 
showers, which nurtured crops to harvest. Summer brought thriving orchards 
and vineyards nourished by dew.

The rhythm of rain and sun governed harvests: barley and wheat from March to 
June and fruits like grapes, Ygs, and olives from August to Dovember. 6espite 
the bounty, challenges like famine and unpredictable rains tested the Israelites’ 
resilience. In these trials, they found solace in God’s care, contrasting with the 
distant gods of neighboring cultures.

Barly and Later Firstfruits

The term /Yrstfruits3 appears throughout the Bible, serving both literal and 
metaphorical roles, which might lead to confusion. Here’s a clariYcation: /First-
fruits3 are tied to the agricultural seasons of ancient Israel, reLecting both /early 
Yrstfruits3 and /later Yrstfruits.3 The early Yrstfruits marked the beginning of the 
grain harvest, and the later Yrstfruits represented the broader range of agricultural 
produce. These o1erings symbolized dedicating the Yrst and best harvests to God, 
expressing gratitude and worship. Here is more clariYcation:

Barly Firstfruits: 

This is the third spring holiday, the Feast of Firstfruits, presented before the 2ord 
in a wave o1ering ceremony during Passover4Feast of Unleavened Bread.

  Exodus “0:–”, Exodus 08:““, 2eviticus “0:–RW––, Dumbers –5:–“, and 
6euteronomy “”:–W––

  7efers to the very Yrst ripened barley sheaf at the outset of the grain 
harvest in early spring 

  O1ered as the premiere Yrstfruits o1ering, marking the commencement 
of the barley harvest

  7epresented by early crops like barley and wheat

  SigniYed new life and promise of the fuller harvest still to be gathered

Later Firstfruits:

2ater Yrstfruits refers to the Feast of 9eeks, the fourth spring holiday, which 
culminates with the o1ering of wheat bread.

  2eviticus “0:–KW“–, Dumbers “5:“”W0–, – Corinthians –K:“RW“0, and 
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Acts “:–W8

  7efers to Yrstfruits o1ered from crops ripening weeks later i.e. grapes, 
olives, Ygs, etc. 

  O1ered at the end of spring and into summer 

  7epresented by fruits, vegetables, and grain crops maturing later

  Expanded upon the early Yrstfruits to eventually include all Yrst produce

  7einforced ongoing dedication of best to God 

Moth Firstfruits Eevealed mhrist as kessiah

The dual nature of Yrstfruits in Scripture helps reveal Christ’s messiahship in a 
profound light. 

  Early Firstfruits: Christ’s resurrection symbolizes the initial o1ering of 
new life.

  2ater Firstfruits: His ascension initiates the continuous gathering of 
believers.

NibepeeHing in Ancient weTre( multure
In the tenth century BC, while kings measured years by their reigns, villagers’ 
timekeeping revolved around the agricultural cycle, as seen in 7uth “:“0. Time 
was marked by sowing and harvesting, reLecting a profound bond with the land.

Nhe weTre( malendar: A Lunisolar Systeb

The Hebrew calendar is lunisolar, which is based on the moon’s phases and the 
solar year. It consists of twelve or thirteen months, with the addition of a leap 
month in seven out of every nineteen years to keep the calendar in alignment with 
the solar year. The Hebrew months do not perfectly align with the Gregorian 
calendar months (used in the United States and most of the world) because they 
start on the new moon and can vary in length. Here is a general guide to how 
the Hebrew months typically coincide with the American (Gregorian) months, 
keeping in mind that the exact start and end dates of Hebrew months can shift 
within the Gregorian calendar:

–. Disan (Dissan): MarchWApril

“. Iyar: AprilWMay

0. Sivan: MayWJune
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8. Tammuz: JuneWJuly

K. Av: JulyWAugust

”. Elul: AugustWSeptember

j. Tishrei: SeptemberWOctober

5. Cheshvan (MarCheshvan): OctoberWDovember

H. Iislev: DovemberW6ecember

–R. Tevet: 6ecemberWJanuary

––. Shevat: JanuaryWFebruary

–“. Adar: FebruaryWMarch

These alignments can vary slightly from year to year due to the lunisolar nature 
of the Hebrew calendar and its adJustments for leap years. In leap years, Adar is 
split into Adar I and Adar II, with Purim celebrated in Adar II.

monclusion

Understanding their agricultural context is essential to appreciating the ancient 
Israelite feasts fully. These celebrations intertwined with the land’s seasonal pat-
terns, marking spiritual milestones and critical agrarian events. This perspective 
reveals the feasts, not Just as religious practices but as integrations of daily life, 
survival, and gratitude for the earth’s gifts. This link between faith, culture, and 
agriculture provides deeper insights into ancient rituals and their lasting inLu-
ence.
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